
STAFF REPORT 
There’s new information 

on a number of fronts with 
regard to Marion’s now 10-
month long water crisis.  

There’s good news and 
there could be even more 
down the road as the Mar-
ion’s consultant, mayor and 
other leaders work through 
details and toward a long-
term solution. 

For now, though, Mar-
ion’s Stage 3 Water Conser-
vation Order remains in 
effect. Mayor D’Anna 
Browning said Tuesday that 
she will seek direction from 
the Kentucky Division of 
Water as to whether some 
relief from the order can be 
provided as spring nears 
and warmer weather will 
surely promote desires from 

residents to use 
water for outdoor 
purposes. 

Originally a 
conservation 
“notice” was 
issued last 
May after 
one of the 
town’s raw 
w a t e r 
sources was 
p u r p o s e l y 
drained to avoid a 
levee failure. As drought 
conditions crept into the re-
gion and Marion began ex-
periencing a drinking water 
shortage, the notice was 
codified as a general “order” 
with penalties for disobey-
ing it. The Phase 3 Conser-
vation Order is the most 
strict the city has to offer, 

but it’s hoping to back off of 
that, if state officials agree. 

Tim Thomas, the consult-
ant Marion hired late last 
year to help solve the water 
problem, reported Monday 
during a city council 
meeting that state regu-
lators have given Marion 
approval to continue 
holding water in Lake 

George, at least up to the 
breech point. Thomas said 
the lake is about one-third 
of what was normal pool be-
fore the dam was cut last 
spring. There are about 50 
millions gallons of water in 
Lake George thanks to win-
ter rainfall. He called it a 
“savings account” for Mar-
ion as it heads toward  

 
See WATER/page 3 

SNAP Benefits 
for Area Counties 

 
Here is a snapshot of Supple-

mental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) aid that is spent on 
average each month in Crittenden 
and neighboring counties. The 
data show figures on the number 
of individuals helped, how many 
families the assistance stretches 
to and how much SNAP spending 
there was in each county during 
Fiscal Year 2022. 
 
County   Individuals  FamiliesTotal Assistance 
Livingston   922     403    $2.47 million 
Crittenden  922     391    $2.42 million 
Union          653     298    $1.76 million 
Webster     1,496   662    $4.02 million 
Lyon           548     277    $1.45 million 
Caldwell    1,552   697    $4.10 million  

 
SNAP provides nutrition bene-

fits to supplement the food 
budget of needy families so they 
can purchase healthy food and 
move towards self-sufficiency.  

We expect long life  
A new study of 3,000 respon-

dents by HelloPharmacist has 
found that the average Kentuckian 
believes they will live until the age 
of 76 – a full year above the state 
average of 75. Turns out, people 
in the Bluegrass are among the 
most optimistic in America about 
their longevity. Broken down by 
state, the online poll found that 
Rhode Islanders and Nevadans 
were equally the most optimistic 
about their longevity, saying they 
think they will live for 6 years 
above the state average, which is 
79.4 and 78.1, respectively. New 
Mexicans were the least optimistic 
about longevity. 

 

Market, park use 
needs reservation  

As warmer weather approaches 
and folks begin to spend more 
time outdoors, Marion Tourism  
and Recreation Commission and 
Marion-Crittenden County Park 
Board remind citizens that organ-
ized use of the farmers market 
and/or park requires an approved 
reservation. There is a small fee 
for commercial vendors at Imo-
gene Stout Market on Main and a 
small cost for groups or individu-
als who charge an entry fee for 
organized events at Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park. Call Marion 
Welcome Center at  (270) 965-
5015 to make a reservation. 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
•Crittenden County Board of 

Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 16 at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 16 at the courthouse. 

•Fredonia City Council will 
meet at 7 p.m., Monday Feb. 20 at 
city hall. 

•Salem City Council will meet 
at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 
Deer Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, Feb. 27 at Deer Lakes meet-
ing room.
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Here is a design rendering of a new entrance for Crittenden Community Hospital. Construction on the project is currently un-
derway at the hospital campus on West Gum Street in Marion.

Hospital building front portico

STAFF REPORT 
New construction  aimed 

at improving access to Crit-
tenden Community Hospi-
tal’s lobby is underway in 
Marion. 

When complete, the hospi-
tal will have a portico at its 
front entrance with a circle 
drive so that patrons can be 
dropped off or picked in the 
dry. 

The hospital recently reno-
vated its lobby. 

Hospital CEO Shawn 

Bright said a decorative fa-
cade on the structure will 
match what is also planned 
for further upgrades on the 
hospital campus. 

“It will make the front more 
attractive, and the next step 
is to update the exterior of 
the annex building next 
door,” Bright said. “We will 
use the same stone on the 
annex.” 

Bright said the new en-
trance to the front of the hos-
pital will include asphalt and 

concrete and improved ac-
cess and aesthetics. 

During construction, hos-
pital patrons and visitors are 
asked to enter through the 
emergency room on the east 
side of the hospital, between 
it and the clinic. 

Also, coming this summer 
will be more construction in 
front of the hospital where 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet will be reconfiguring 
US 60 to improve access to 
the hospital and school. 
Plans are to put a turning 
lane on the highway. 

Highway construction will 
be done this summer while 
school is out. Contractors 
last summer moved utilities 

to prepare for changes to 
Gum Street, which doubles 
as US 60. 

When a turning lane is 
built, the hospital will move 
its main drive to be directly 
across from the entrance to 
Crittenden County Middle 
School. 

Traffic experts believe the 
turning lane will help allevi-
ate some of the morning and 
afternoon congestion at the 
site, which is created by 
heavy school traffic. 

The transportation depart-
ment will let bids on the proj-
ect on Feb. 23. The bid will 
be coupled with another 
paving project elsewhere in 
the county on KY 297.

Friday crash on 60W takes two lives 
STAFF REPORT 

Two local men died as a result of a head-
on crash on US 60 West between Marion 
and Salem at about 3:30 p.m., Friday. 

Kentucky State Police say a 2015 Chevy 
Cruise driven by Jason Enoch, 25, of Mar-
ion was eastbound when it crossed the cen-
ter line for unknown reasons and crashed 
into a westbound 2001 GMC Jimmy SUV 
driven by Jeremy “Jere” Tabor, 51, of 
Salem. 

Crittenden County Coroner Brad Gilbert 
pronounced Enoch deceased at the scene. 
Tabor was airlifted to an Evansville hospital 
where he later died. 

A former high school basketball player, 
Enoch had for several years struggled with 

a rare form of cancer that had led to one of 
his legs being amputated.  

Tabor was employed by Ryder System 
trucking company as a fork lift operator. He 
was a husband and father of three chil-
dren, including two young boys. 

Kentucky State Police says the crash re-
mains under investigation. Both vehicles 
were taken to Post 2 in Madisonville where 
accident reconstructionists will continue 
their forensic investigation, including the 
gathering of information from data “black” 
boxes from each vehicle.  

The deaths were the first traffic fatalities 
of 2023 after none occurred in the county 
all of 2022. 

See obituaries for both men on page 2.

City ready 
to boost 
police pay   
STAFF REPORT 

It appears Marion is about 
to raise pay for policemen as 
its force dwindles amid a 
struggle to match salary and 
benefits of nearby cities.  

City council members 
moved quickly Monday during 
their regular monthly meeting 
to introduce a change to its 
pay scale ordinance. Mayor 
D’Anna Browning said the city 
is losing officers quicker than 
they can be replaced. In the 
past few months, two full-time 
policemen have found jobs in 
other nearby communities, 
making the moves largely for 
higher salaries. 

“We have recently lost an-
other valuable police officer,” 
Browning told the council, re-
ferring to Sgt. Heath Martin’s 
recent resignation. 

Martin has also been serv-
ing as the town’s Alcohol Bev-
erage Control (ABC) officer. 
The council appointed Police 
Chief Ray O’Neal to take over 
those ABC duties.  

“It is very obvious that we 
need to address the pay situ-
ation because we’re not in line 
with neighboring depart-
ments,” Browning said. “We 
need to make every effort to 
retain our officers and attract 
others when we have an open-
ing. We need to be more in  

 
    See POLICE/page 8  

More work is coming this 
summer to build turn lane

City considers relief from 
water conservation order



Brantley 

Joyce Faye Brantley, 
89, of Marion, died 
Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2023 
at Rivers Bend Retire-
ment Center. She was 
a member of Rosebud 
Methodist Church. 

Surviving are four 
children, Karl (Joyce) 
Brantley, Terry Brant-
ley and Duane Brant-
ley, all of Marion, and 
Brenda Brantley of 
Lola; a sister, Shelby 
Neal of Calvert City; 
five grandchildren, Ra-
shelle Wydotis, Chris 
Brantley, Shane 
McKendree, Barry 
Brantley and Andrea 
Conkrite; 13 great-
grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Nathan Brantley, Jr.; a 
daughter, Annette 
Brantley; a grand-
daughter, Erika David-
son; her parents, Fay 
and Mary Wells; three 
brothers and a sister. 

Services were Friday, 
Feb. 10 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial 
in Rosebud Cemetery.   

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
Rosebud Cemetery, 
10468 US 60 East, 
Sturgis, KY 42459. 

Stokes 

Dorothy Katherine 
Duncan Stokes, 69, of 
Marion, died Saturday, 
Feb. 11, 2023 at the 
Ray and Kay Eckstein 
Center in Paducah. 

Surviving are a 
daughter, Katherine 
Stokes of Marion; spe-
cial friend, Debra K. 
Watson of Marion; spe-
cial Godsons, James 
and Justin Watson; 
two aunts, Agnes Dun-
can and Mary Cloyd; 
and several cousins. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
William Richard Stokes 
and parents Charles 
and Agnes Duncan. 

Services will be held 
at a later date. Gilbert 
Funeral Home is han-
dling arrangements. 

Green 

Luther Thomas 
Green Sr., 80, of Mar-
ion, died Friday, Feb. 
10, 2023 at Livingston 
Hospital. He 
enjoyed hunt-
ing and fish-
ing. He was an 
e l e c t r i c i a n , 
and retired 
from IBEW. He 
was also an Army vet-
eran.  

Surviving are a son, 
Tom Green of Marion; 
two daughters, Thom-
asa Green and Crystal 
Parish; five brothers, 
Raymond Green, 
Edwin Green, Carl 
Green, Harold Green, 
Bobby Green, and four 
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Eulos and Hazel (Riley) 
Green; and two sisters, 

Patsy Green and Nancy 
Green. 

Memorial services 
may be held at a later 
date. 

Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and Cremation 
Services is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Paid Obituary 

Enoch  
Jason Charles 

Enoch, 25, of Marion,  
died Friday, Feb. 10, 
2023. He attended 
Freedom General Bap-
tist Church. 

S u r v i v -
ing are 
h i s 
m o t h e r , 
P a m 
Enoch of 
Marion; a 
b r o t h e r , 
Jordan (Corey) Enoch 
of Marion; a niece, 
Ellie Enoch; two 
uncles, Tony (Glenda) 
Clark and Randy (Kim) 
Enoch; an aunt, Faye 
Black; and a cousin, 
Caleb Enoch. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
Charles Enoch, Jr.; 
and grandmother, Nina 
Winn. 

Services were Wed-
nesday, Feb. 15 at Gil-
bert Funeral Home 
with burial in Maple-
view Cemetery.   

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
the American Cancer 
Society. 

Tinsley 

William R. "Dick" 
Tinsley, 82, of Rosi-
clare, Ill., died Wed-
nesday, Feb. 8, 2023 
at his home in Rosi-
clare. He was a veteran 
of the 
U n i t e d 
S t a t e s 
N a v y , 
member of 
the First 
Aposto l ic 
Church in 
Rosic lare 
and the Har-
din County 
American Le-
gion Post 636. 

S u r v i v i n g 
are his wife, 
Gean Tinsley of Rosi-
clare; a daughter, 
Alene (Todd) Carr of 
Elizabethtown, Ill.; 
three grandchildren, 
Rachel (Tanner) Dut-
ton, Allison Carr and 
Leah Carr; and a sister 
Debra LaPradd of Tolu. 

He was preceded in 
death by a daughter, 
Gina Renee Tinsley; 
his parents, Richard 
Gordon and Luda Tins-
ley; and two sisters, 
Carmen Ann Hunt and 
Sue Mills. 

Services were Sun-
day, Feb. 12 at First 
Apostolic Church in 
Rosiclare with burial 
in Fluorine Cemetery.   

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
the Renee Tinsley Me-
morial Scholarship 
Fund, c/o First Apos-
tolic Church, PO Box 
312, Rosiclare, IL 
62982. 

 

Tabor 

Jere Dan Tabor, 51, 
of Salem died Friday, 
Feb. 10, 2023 at Dea-
coness Midtown Hospi-
tal in Evansville. 

Tabor worked for 
Ryder Trucking as a 
fork lift 
o p e r a t o r 
a n d 
loader. He 
liked to 
cook on 
h i s 
s m o k e r 
and loved his wife, kids 
and family. He was a 
member of Princeton 
First Baptist Church. 

Surviving are his 
wife, Mary Bess Tabor 
of Salem; his mother, 
Betty Holt Tabor of 
Princeton; a daughter, 
Megan Tabor of Bucha-
nan, Tenn.; two sons, 
Xander Tabor and Jax 
Tabor of Salem; two 
sisters, Candy (Rod) 
Murphy of Eddyville 
and DeeDee (David) 
Ramage  of Princeton; 
two brothers, Tony 
(Sheila) Tabor of Mar-
ion and Marty Tabor of 
Eddyville; two grand-
children, Bella Lawson 
and Ava Lawson; a 
sister-in-law, Ruth 
Ann Ratley of Morgan-
field; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
Douglas L. Tabor; and 
mother-in-law Rhonda 
Brown. 

Services were Wed-
nesday, Feb. 15 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors.  

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
the Mary Tabor ac-
count at Farmers Bank 
and Trust, 216 West 
Main St. Salem, KY 
42078. 

Paid Obituary 

Williams 

Elizabeth Williams, 
41, of Calvert City, 
died Saturday, Feb. 
11, 2023 at Mercy 
Health Lourdes Hospi-
tal in Paducah. 

W i l -
liams was 
the front 
desk man-
ager at 
B e s t 
W e s t e r n 
in Padu-
cah. She was pursuing 
a degree in nursing. 

Surviving are a 
daughter, Makayla 
Kirks; her father, Rob-
ert Williams; an aunt, 
Tammy Brannam; an 
uncle, Billy Marshall; 
and several cousins. 

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, 
Sharon (Marshall) Wil-
liams. 

Services are 3 p.m., 
Friday, Feb. 17 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Crema-
tion Services. 

Johnson 

Leslie B. Johnson 
76, of Slaughters, died  
Monday, Feb. 13, 2023 
at his home. He at-
tended Onton United 

Methodist Church in 
Onton. He was a 
United States Marine 
veteran, serving in the 
3rd Battalion, 3rd Di-
vision 3rd Marines. He 
was a decorated Ma-
rine Corporal Rifle-
m a n , 
h a v i n g 
b e e n 
a w a r d e d 
the Na-
tional De-
f e n s e 
S e r v i c e 
M e d a l , 
V i e t n a m e s e 
S e r v i c e 
Medal, Purple 
Heart, Bronze 
Star Medal 
and Republic 
Vietnam Campaign 
Medal.  

He was the son of the 
late Andrew Jackson 
Johnson Jr. and Annis 
Johnson Walker.  

Surviving are his 
wife, Saundra Brown 
Johnson of Louisville; 
three daughters, Mi-
chele (David) Madden 
of Lawrenceburg,  
Sandy (Shane) Nance 
of Slaughters and Kim 
(George) Turner of Eli-
zabethtown; a son, Bo 
(Sandy) Johnson of 
Louisville; three sisters 
Faye Williams of Clay, 
Tommie Jean Warren 
of Bowling Green and 
Sandy McLemore of 
Prattville, Ala.; two 
brothers, Lynn Walker 
of Madisonville and 
Bennie Johnson of 
Marion; seven grand-
children, Alexandra 
Hall, Cody Johnson, 
Katilyn Garrett, Eliza-
beth Madden, Ryan 
Madden, Nathan 
Johnson and Jacob 
Johnson; and several 
nieces and nephews 

He was preceded in 
death by a sister, 
Nancy Leggit; three 
brothers, Jimmie, 
Charles “Buddy” and 
Jack Johnson III.  

Funeral services will 
be held at 1 p.m., Sat-
urday, Feb. 18 at 
Townsend Funeral 
Home in Dixon. Rev. 
Ronnie Highland will 
officiate. Burial and 
graveside services will 
be held at 1 p.m., Sat-
urday, Feb. 25 at 
Onton Cemetery in 
Onton. Visitation is 
from 5-7 p.m., Friday, 
Feb. 17 at the funeral 
home and from 8 a.m., 
until service time on 
Saturday at the fu-
neral home.  

Hopkins County 
Honor Guard will per-
form Military Rites at 
the graveside. 

 

Each year, FFA chap-
ters around the country 
celebrate National FFA 
Week. It’s a time to share 
what FFA is and the im-
pact it has on members 
every day. 

Crittenden County FFA 
members recently at-
tended a meeting of the 
Crittenden County 
Chamber of Commerce 
and offered their assis-
tance in the community.  

The visit came as the 
organization prepares to 
celebrate National FFA 
Week Feb. 18-25. 

Thursday is Give FFA 
Day nationwide, a day 
designed to encourage 
FFA alumni and families 
to contribute to the or-
ganization.  

Each year during Na-
tional FFA Week, FFA 
alumni, parents, corpo-
rate partners and sup-
porters unite for 24 
hours of giving back. 

Contributions support 
the members, teachers 
and programs that em-
body the FFA vision – to 
provide the next genera-
tion of leaders who will 
change the world.  

Larry Duvall is chair-

man of the Crittenden 
County FFA alumni 
chapter. Donations to the 
local organization may be 
mailed to Duvall at 2927 
State Route 70, Marion, 
KY 42064. 
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Crittenden County FFA members pictured with the Crittenden County Chamber of 
Commerce are (from left) Steve Watson, Shelly Davidson, Kelsey Berry, Gracie Orr, 
Gavin Grimes, Kailyn Stokes, Cutter Singleton, and Caden DeBoe, Shanna West, 
Kalya Maxfield and Charlie Day. 

Chapter celebrates FFA Week
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STAFF REPORT 
A convicted felon who 

was court-ordered out of 
Kentucky in 1995 is for 
the second time in the 
last 28 years in trouble in 
Marion. 

John Allan Kinnis, 51, 
was arrested following a 
traffic stop just before 
midnight Sunday in 
downtown Marion. He is 
charged with first-degree 
possession of a controlled 
substance, second of-
fense; possession of mar-
ijuana; failure to have 
vehicle insurance; failure 

to register/transfer vehi-
cle; operating a vehicle on 
a suspended license; pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia and having an 
inadequate muffler on his 
vehicle. 

The police citation lists 
Kinnis’ address as Mutt 
Griffin Lane in Dycus-
burg. 

In 1995, Kinnis was or-
dered to leave Kentucky 
by then Crittenden Cir-
cuit Judge Tommy Chan-
dler, when those types of 
options were available to 
judges. A jury had con-

victed Kinnis in 1995 of 
burglarizing the home of 
an elderly Dycusburg 
woman.  

In December 2019, 
Kinnis was jailed in Crit-
tenden County, charged 
with leading police on a 
high-speed chase, pos-
session of methampheta-
mine and other crimes. In 
2020, he pleaded guilty 
to felony charges of first-
degree fleeing or evading 
police and first-degree 
possession of a controlled 
substance (methamphet-
amine, in addition to 

other misdemeanor 
charges. 

He currently has traffic 
violations pending in 
Lyon County. 

Kinnis was jailed in 
Marion Sunday night and 
released the next day. He 
was scheduled to appear 
in Crittenden District 
Court Wednesday for ar-
raignment on the new 
charges in this county. 

The police citation from 
this week says Kinnis 
was found with five 
grams of methampheta-
mine.

Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook
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  Temp         Temp         Day 
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                                           2023            2022          2021         2020          2019          2018 
Average Temp          
Coldest Temp           
Hottest Temp            
Precipitation             
Wettest Day              

n Wet! That’s the best description for the first month 
of 2023. And thank God, because Marion needs ad-
equate rainfall to keep its raw water supply in good 
shape. With 7.2 inches of precipitation during Janu-
ary, it marked the wettest first month of the year in at 
least seven years. January was also warmer than 
most. The average temperature was higher than any 
January since prior to 2016. The 68 degree day on 
Jan. 2 was the most balmy January day in 10 years. 
For those keeping score, the mercury reached 70 on 
Jan. 29 back in 2013. So far, February has been a 
pretty wet month, too, and Marion’s raw water 
sources are as full as they could be. 
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0.8 New CASA Volunteer 

Family Court Judge Brandi Rogers re-
cently swore in new Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocate (CASA) volunteer Alicia 
Olsen. CASA trains community volunteers 
to advocate for abused and neglected chil-
dren that come to the court's attention. 
Last year Crittenden County had 50 chil-
dren before the court for abuse or neglect. 
CASA is currently recruiting for an upcom-
ing training. Olsen recently completed the 
required background checks, interviews, 
30 hours of training and court observation 
in preparation for her role as a CASA vol-
unteer. She will soon be appointed to a 
child or sibling group and begin her advo-
cacy work. Visit www.midwestcasa.org for 
more information or to apply to be a CASA 
volunteer.

Crittenden County High School held its annual basketball homecoming on Friday. Pictured are the queen, king and their court. They are 
freshmen Bryson Walker and Anna Boone; juniors Travis Champion and Payton Manus; seniors Preston Morgeson and Addie Hatfield; 
King Seth Guess and Queen Kady Parrish; seniors Case Gobin and Natalie Boone; sophomores Jonah Reddick and Rachel Mundy; 
2022 Queen Grace Driskill and King Tanner Beverly; (front) ring bearer Kolson Tinsley and flower girl Anna Beth Blackburn. 

Blue & White 
Royalty

Governor 
Candidate 

Republican candidate 
for governor Alan Keck 
made a campaign stop 
in Marion last week. He 
met with local individu-
als at La Delicia restau-
rant. Keck is currently 
mayor of Somerset. 
While in Marion he 
spoke with local individ-
uals, answered ques-
tions and shared his 
campaign platform. 

WATER 
Continued from page 1 

summer, even though 
the levee continues to 
leak a bit around the 
pipe that originally 
caused alarm last year. It 
was that leaking pipe 
that  prompted action to 
save the levee. 

At its current level, 
Thomas said state in-
spectors do not believe it 
poses a threat to prop-
erty downstream even if 
the dam failed.  

To date there are no 
plans to repair the dam 
above the breech point; 
therefore its level will rise 
no higher. A preliminary 
design to repair the pipe 
has been submitted to 
the state. Now, the city is 
seeking approval from 
the state for its plan to 
hire an engineering firm 
to develop a final design 
plan. It appears that 

funding to repair the 
leaking pipe that runs 
through the levee will be 
paid for with emergency 
funds from the state.  

Marion is contracted to 
buy water from Critten-
den-Livingston Water 
District to supplement 
what it can make at its 
own plant. Right now, 
while raw water is abun-
dant, Marion is not buy-
ing as much drinking 
water from the county 
district. It is typically 
meeting demand with its 
own production.  

Plans are also coming 
together with Crittenden-
Livingston Water District 
to develop a strategy for 
making sure it has 
enough water to supple-
ment Marion through the 
coming summer. 

A firm hired to help lo-
cate any new leaks in 
Marion’s distribution 
system has been in town 

this week. Thomas said 
there is new hope that 
leaks are under control. 
A spike demand during 
December had raised 
some concern that leaks 
were once again mount-
ing. However, that now 
appears to have been an 
anomaly attributed to 
burst pipes during the 
hard freeze before Christ-
mas, flushing of lines 
and there were three fires 
during December that re-
quired a great deal of city 
water.  

Replacing old water 
lines remains a priority, 
Thomas said, and he’s 
been developing a plan 
along with Eclipse Engi-
neering to establish a 
multi-year blueprint for 
updating the town’s dis-
tribution system. He said 
funds for the first phase 
can be included in the 
2023-24 city budget. 

Clean the Creek project 
being developed by city
STAFF REPORT 

Marion Mayor D’Anna 
Browning announced 
early this week prelimi-
nary details for a plan to 
clean out ditches, creeks 
and waterways in town, 
which should help allevi-
ate some flash flooding. 

Browning said she and 
others are forming what 
will be called the Clean 
the Creek campaign.  

The project will be di-
vided into a number of 
phases with the first 
work to be done along  
Rush Creek that runs 
underneath Second 
Street behind the PACS 

Community Center and 
flows behind Curve Inn 
before going north and 
crossing under US 60 at 
the Marion sewer plant. 
That particular creek has 
been a cause of concern 
for several years.  

Property owners will be 
notified about the plan 
and if they approve, the 
creek will be cleared of 
debris, trash and per-
haps vegetation that 
could impede proper 
drainage. 

Hopes are to use in-
mate labor for much of 
the work. 

Kinnis arrested again in Marion



Carter retiring 
at McCracken 
 

McCracken County 
School Superintendent 
Steve Carter has an-
nounced that he will re-
tire at the end of June. 

Carter is a former 
Crittenden County prin-
cipal, teacher and 
coach. He also was an 
administrator and head 
football coach at Union 
County before going to 
McCracken as superin-
tendent in May of 2019.  

 

Council makes 
appointments 
to local boards 

 
Marion City Council 

on Monday approved 
mayoral appointments 
to three local boards or 
commissions. 

Marla Manning was 
pegged to serve on the 
Marion Tourism and 
Recreation Commission. 

Larry Hurst was ap-
pointed to the City of 
Marion Code Enforce-
ment Board. 

Casey Winstead was 
selected to serve on the 
City of Marion Planning 
and Zoning Board. 

 

County cleans 
up voting rolls 

 
There were 259 inac-

tive voters purged from 
Crittenden County's 
voter roll recently, low-
ering the number of 
registered voters to 
about 6,410 from 
around 6,650. The 
purge was part of 
statewide action to 
clean up voter rolls in 
the state, removing 
127,000 ineligible reg-
istrations. 

Federal and state 
laws require the purge, 
which was conducted 
by the State Board of 
Elections in Frankfort. 
Under the National 
Voter Registration Act 
of 1993, states are re-
quired to "conduct a 
general program that 
makes a reasonable ef-
fort to remove the 
names of ineligible vot-
ers from the official list 
of eligible voters." The 
Commonwealth's voter 
rolls have not been 
purged since 2015. 

No registration is re-
moved under this ini-
tiative solely for a 
person's failure to vote. 
There is a well-defined 
process to remove inel-
igible voters. For a reg-
istration to be purged, 
a voter must be proven 
to have been inactive 
over the course of at 
least two federal elec-
tions. 

The process is initi-
ated when the State 
Board of Elections is 
notified by the U.S. 
Postal Service or a 
county clerk's office 
that a voter has moved 
to a new address not 
shown on their regis-
tration. The voter is 
then given a chance to 
keep their name on a 
voter roll. 

The Board sends an 
identified voter a re-
turnable, forwardable, 
correctable, postage-
paid card so they may 
update their registra-
tion or simply vote in 
the next election in 
order to be considered 
active. If the voter does 
not cast a ballot in the 
two federal election cy-
cles after the postcards 
were mailed, their reg-
istration is removed. 

Since 2011, the State 
Board of Elections has 
properly removed 
nearly a half-million 
voters. That also in-
cludes routine and reg-
ular maintenance of the 
rolls that includes re-
moving deceased voters 
or voters who have re-
quested their registra-
tion be removed. 

To check your voter 
registration or update 
it, visit GoVote.ky.gov. 
You can still register to 
vote for the first time or 
update your registration 
by April 18 and cast a 
ballot in the May pri-
mary. 

 

Farm Machinery 
Show kicks off 

 
The National Farm 

Machinery Show kicks 
off this week at the 
Kentucky Exposition 

Center in Louisville. The 
show opened Wednes-
day and runs through 
Saturday. 

The show is billed as 
the agricultural indus-
try’s most comprehen-
sive display of 
equipment, services 
and technology. Each 
year more than 250,000 
attend the largest in-
door farm show in the 
country to learn about 
equipment updates, ex-
plore new technology 
and prepare for a suc-
cessful year. 

Each year, attendees 
at the National Farm 
Machinery Show have a 
chance to see the 
newest selection of cut-
ting-edge agricultural 
products, equipment, 
and services. This year, 
they also have the 
chance to get the latest 
advancements for their 
physical and mental 
health. 

 

Vicious dog bill 
proposed by 
Kentucky House 

 
 Hoping to reduce 

the number of vicious-
dog attacks in Ken-
tucky, state Rep. Chad
Aull filed legislation this 
week that would keep 
pet owners from having 
any dog for five years if 
their current or previ-
ous animal is involved 
in more than two dog-
biting incidents. 

Rep. Aull, who serves 
the 79th House District 
in Fayette County, 
worked on his House 
Bill 212 with a con-
stituent, Sarah Bo-
gusewski, who was 
bitten by two dogs last 
March.  The dogs’ 
owner had animals in-
volved in other attacks 
as well. 

“What happened to 
Sarah was horrible, and 
what made it worse was 
the fact that there was 
nothing in state law to 
stop this owner from 
repeatedly obtaining 
other animals that were 
also a threat to people,” 
Rep. Aull said. “I want 
to thank Sarah for her 
advocacy on this issue 
and for helping to make 
it less likely that what 
happened to her will 
happen to others.” 

“Representative 

Aull’s bill is a common-
sense measure that will 
give our legal system 
the additional tool it 
needs to stop these re-
peat offenders,” Ms. 
Bogusewski said. “I am 
ready to do whatever I 
can to keep these own-
ers from having animals 
that terrorize others.  
People should be able 
to enjoy their neighbor-
hoods without worrying 
whether they’re going 
to be hurt.” 

 Under Rep. Aull’s 
bill, if an owner’s dog 
or dogs attack someone 
on more than two dif-
ferent occasions, the 
owner would be pro-
hibited from possessing 
any dog for the next 
five years. The fine 
would be elevated as 
well from the current 
$10 to $100 penalty to 
$250 per dog involved. 

The bill also ensures 
the five-year ban ap-
plies to those found in-
competent by a judge 
to stand trial in dog-
biting cases.   

In addition, the bill 
would require animal-
control officers and any 
other law enforcement 
agency responsible for 
impounding or killing a 
vicious dog to keep a 
record of the incident 
for at least five years. 

House Bill 212 will be 
considered by the Gen-
eral Assembly during 
this year’s legislative 
session, which resumed 
last week and con-
cludes at the end of 
March. 

 

KY 135 closed 
north of Salem 

 
Due to a bridge 

safety concern, Ken-
tucky Transportation 
Cabinet (KYTC) on 
Monday closed a sec-
tion of KY 135 immedi-
ately north of the 
Hampton community in 
Livingston County. 

The road was shut 
down at Bayou Creek 
Branch Bridge near 
Kenny Hardin Road and 
between KY 838 and 
Maxfield Road. 

During a routine in-
spection of the Bayou 
Creek Branch Bridge, a 
KYTC inspector found a 
void beneath the road-
way at the end of the 
bridge structure. Repair 

crews have begun work 
at the site and the 
highway was supposed 
to reopen by Wednes-
day afternoon. 

  

Tik-Tok on rocks 
 

KY TODAY 
Legislation banning 

the use of the Tik-Tok 
app on all state-owned 
computers, cellphones, 
tablets and other de-
vices that can be con-
nected to the internet 
passed its first legisla-
tive hurdle last week. 

The sponsor of Sen-
ate Bill 20, Sen. Robby 
Mills, R-Henderson, 
presented it before the 
Senate State and Local 
Government Commit-
tee. 

He told the panel 
Tik-Tok is owned by 
the Chinese company 
Byte Dance.  

“Most Chinese com-
panies are connected 
directly, or partially 
owned by the Chinese 
government. It’s been 
reported by multiple 
news sources that Tik-
Tok mines huge 
amounts of private 
data, which the Chinese 
government, a foreign 
adversary of the United 
States, would have ac-
cess to.” 

Mills said the federal 
government backs up 
that claim, pointing out 
that the FBI has said 
Tik-Tok poses a na-
tional security concern.   
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY MARKET  
From last week’s sale at Livingston Co. Livestock Market - 
Ledbetter, Ky. Kentucky Dept of Ag Mrkt News. Head 579: 
Feeder 434. Slaughter 99. Replacement 46. Last reported 
sale the prior week there were 84 head, including Feeder 
Cattle 72, Slaughter Cattle 8, Replacement Cattle 4. This 
time last year there were 122 cattle at the market. Compared 
to last week: No comparison due to last weeks light run. Mod-
erate supply of calves with very good demand. Moderate 
supply of slaughter cattle with very good demand. Supply in-
cluded: 75% Feeder Cattle (21% Steers, 46% Heifers, 33% 
Bulls); 17% Slaughter Cattle (87% Cows, 13% Bulls); 8% Re-
placement Cattle (33% Bred Cows, 67% 
FEEDER CATTLE 
STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
 Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price 
11 308-336 326 212.00-228.00 219.46 
12 403-440 420 210.00-218.00 213.50 
9 465-487 480 196.00-206.00 200.97 
7 500-523 515 180.00-190.00 182.37 
8 561-596 581 181.00-190.00 184.77 
1 635 635 170.00 170.00 
2 665 665 168.00 168.00 
STEERS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
2 415-420 418 185.00-190.00 187.49 
3 476 476 180.00 180.00 
1 530 530 173.00 173.00 
STEERS - Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
1 415 415 190.00 190.00 
2 572 572 178.00 178.00 
25 402-448 422 176.00-186.00 182.02 
18 450-497 479 172.00-183.00 179.00 
9 500-519 512 158.00-172.00 167.31 
6 572-583 578 161.00-165.00 163.02 
7 603-628 617 150.00-160.00 155.64 
11 710-720 715 140.00-146.00 143.27 
8 758-761 759 144.00-145.00 144.38 
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
1 245 245 188.00 188.00 
1 335 335 169.00 169.00 
6 400-440 416 165.00-173.00 169.03 
4 515-523 521 155.00-160.00 158.76 
5 550-585 568 150.00-157.00 152.94 
1 670 670 140.00 140.00 
1 780 780 135.00 135.00 
BULLS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
4 260-295 280 225.00-232.50 229.30 
7 310-345 334 196.00-216.00 209.44 
3 365-395 385 214.00-220.00 218.10 
6 420-430 423 187.00-190.00 188.01 
11 450-495 475 185.00-195.00 188.70 
5 520-540 532 176.00-181.00 178.19 
4 555-565 560 170.00-172.00 171.01 
16 612-646 628 158.00-166.00 162.09 
4 655-660 658 149.00-161.00 154.98 
2 720 720 135.00 135.00 
5 760-765 764 134.00-137.00 136.40 
2 887 887 125.00 125.00 
BULLS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
1 335 335 193.00 193.00 
3 355-390 372 180.00-190.00 183.96 
2 405-430 418 180.00-181.00 180.49 
4 470-495 484 160.00-180.00 168.80 
4 507-547 527 168.00-172.00 169.92 
6 550-590 568 163.00-169.00 166.50 
3 610-647 635 144.00-145.00 144.32 
SLAUGHTER CATTLE 
COWS - Breaker 75-80% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Dressing 
16 1265-1870 1473 78.00-87.00 82.03 Average 
2 1360-1580 1470 90.00-94.00 91.85 High 
5 1295-1540 1393 72.00-77.00 75.13 Low 
COWS - Boner 80-85% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
14 1040-1380 1221 77.00-85.00 81.56 Average 
1 1350 1350 90.00 90.00 High 
12 920-1390 1159 66.00-76.00 72.51 Low 
COWS - Lean 85-90% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
14 865-1355 1091 64.00-70.00 66.46 Average 
2 1005-1155 1080 74.00-77.00 75.40 High 
16 780-1070 925 54.00-62.00 57.80 Low 
BULLS - 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Dressing 
6 1555-2120 1787 95.00-106.00 98.98 Average 
1 2080 2080 110.00 110.00 High 
5 1255-2340 1694 80.00-90.00 85.61 Low 
REPLACEMENT CATTLE 
BRED COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Unit / Actual Wt) 
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price 
2-8 T1 1 1270 1270 1020.00 1020.00 
2-8 T2 2 1190-1230 1210 950.00-1000.00 975.41 
2-8 T3 3 1170-1450 1322 1000.00-1125.00 1078.97 
5-8 T2 1 1300 1300 1050.00 1050.00 
BRED COWS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Unit / Actual Wt) 
2-8 T1 1 1120 1120 850.00 850.00 
COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ <150 lbs calf 2-
8 O 5 970-1115 1050 1150.00-1350.00 1244.81 
COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ 150-300 lbs calf 
2-8 O 2 1290 1290 1550.00 1550.00 
>5 O 6 1290 1290 1500.00 1500.00 
>8 O 3 1220 1220 1325.00 1325.00 
 

CATTLE PRICES

10 YEARS AGO 
February 14, 2013 
n Kaitlin Binkley was crowned bas-
ketball homecoming queen while Gus 
Heidrich was the chosen king. Both 
students were seniors at Crittenden 
County High School and were 
crowned by flower boy and girl Halle 
Hackney and Brady Belt.  
n A search for an inmate who walked 
away from a work detail at Crittenden 
County Detention Center ended with-
out incident about nine hours after it 
began. Jason Scott Arkenburg of 
Louisville gave himself up to authori-
ties peacefully after being located at 
the former Turner and Conyer 
sawmill. He was returned to the local 
jail and charged with several crimes 
on top of those for which he was al-
ready serving.  
n Chad Faughn attended a brick 
oven pizza school in Staten Island, 
New York. Faughn planned to use the 
techniques he learned in his restau-
rant, Coppertop Bar-B-Que and Brick 
Oven Pizza, located in Fredonia. The 
restaurant was set to open that win-
ter.  
n Crittenden County Middle School 
teachers chose three students for 
their students of the month. The se-
lected students were Bobby Glenn 
Stephens, Lauryn Faulkner and 
David Maness.  
n The Crittenden Press polled its 
readers by asking, “Will the legaliza-
tion of alcohol sales in the neighbor-
ing counties since the 2000 vote here 
impact its 2013 chances in Crittenden 
County?” The results showed that 

two-thirds of voters believe the suc-
cess of local option elections in 
nearby communities like Lyon County 
and Princeton could affect the out-
come in Crittenden County.  
 

25 YEARS AGO 
February 19, 1998 
n Kentucky State Police increased 
their patrols in Crittenden County. 
Through the Federal Occupant Grant, 
Post 2 in Madisonville received 
money to pay overtime for Crittenden 
and Caldwell County’s troopers. Two 
counties in each Kentucky State Po-
lice Post received the grant, ranging 
from 90 to 130 patrol hours per post.  
n The Kentucky Farm Bureau office 
and its agent, Larry Davidson, moved 
locations. The insurance agency’s 
new office was built on the corner of 
Court and Bellville streets, just a 
stone’s throw from their past location 
behind Farmers Bank on Carlisle 
Street.  
n Fifth grader, Skyeler Robertson 
showcased his project for the annual 
Science and Math Fair at Crittenden 
County Elementary School. His cre-
ation used compressed air, two two-
liter soft drink bottles and drinking 
straws to make a fountain.  
n Crittenden County Lady Rocket 
Ashley Hamilton was awarded a 
$1,000 scholarship from the Ken-
tucky All A Classic Scholarship Pro-
gram. Out of 108 high school seniors 
who applied, Hamilton was one of 37 
rewarded.  
n The Press posted a “Rocket Re-
port” to recognize the statistics of the 

Crittenden Rockets’ basketball team. 
Leading the team in scoring and av-
eraging 18 points on the season was 
Kyle Myers, followed by Justin Hill 
who was averaging 11 and Josh 
Cozart who was averaging 10. As a 
whole, the team was shooting 35% 
from the 3-point line and 62% for free 
throws.  
 

50 YEARS AGO 
February 22, 1973 
n Miss Sandy York, a senior at Crit-
tenden County High School, was 
crowned Valentine Sweetheart at the 
annual Valentine’s dance. Sandy is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
O. York.  
n The halls of Crittenden County 
High School were empty the first two 
days of the week due to a breakdown 
in the school’s heating system. Mon-
day classes from all over the county 
were dismissed at about 10 a.m., and 
Tuesday, the high school students 
answered roll call and were dis-
missed.  
n Miss Kanley Gilland of Marion, a 
student of Danielle Studio of Dance, 
appeared on WPSD-TV in a program 
produced by Murray State University. 
Miss Gilland will appear in Campus 
Close-Ups as a specialty act along 
with the gymnastic team from MSU 
and the physical education classes of 
Reidland High School.   
n Gene’s IGA Foodliner gave away a 
new Opel Station Wagon in a draw-
ing. For a chance to win, all you had 
to do was register each time you vis-
ited the store, with no purchase nec-
essary. The car had a three-speed 
automatic transmission, whitewall 
tires, a luggage rack and a rear win-
dow defroster. 
 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
online Forgotten Passages  

column between issues. 
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Some people will do 
anythinJ for affirmation 
and in so doing bring their 
whole profession down to 
the basest level of their 
consumers. It might be 
shocking clothing, shock-
ing performances or 
shocking speeches. It gets 
air time and the attention 
of those who approve and 
those who do not. The goal 
is not a great performance, 
the goal is to get people 
talking. 

I have never watched an 
award show and probably 
never will, but apparent-
ly yet another mediocre 
song won an award with a 
mediocre act. I did watch 
about 30 seconds of the 
official Yideo �not the one 
from the award show) be-
fore deciding that it was 
shock value not voice or 
lyric quality that delivered 
the winning vote.

Of course, it is not only 
the entertainment indus-
try that does this. It is ap-
parent in the productions 
delivered in the name of 
religion, media, and poli-
tics that the goal is atten-
tion, eyes watching, and 
monetization that take 
precedence over quality, 
accuracy and the common 
good. It is important to re-
member that just because 
something wins an award 
or is in media does not 
mean that it is necessar-
ily representative of most 
people or that it is all that 
important. It might be or 
it might not be. What it 
does represent is the pre-
vailing wind blowing in the 
rooms where those deci-
sions are made. No one 
makes us watch, no one 
is made to attend and no 
one is forced to consume 
the drivel – we make that 
decision ourselves.

Human beings have 
always had a problem 
Zith Jratification oYer 
substance. Our society’s 

current obsession with 
“truth-telling” and “gen-
uineness” has caused us 
to forget those qualities 
that temper 
our desires to 
be seen and 
heard – wisdom 
and gracious-
ness. Without 
the better qual-
ities helping us 
along we can 
fall into an ev-
e r - s p i r a l i n g 
echo-chamber 
which deafens 
us to any other 
voices. 

I am not 
about to sug-
gest that what-
ever happened 
at the Grammys 
is evidence that 
the world is worse off than 
ever. Paying attention to 
childish people dressing 
up like a cartoon devil and 
acting out sexual miscon-
duct �can Ze call it that 
anymore) is the equivalent 
of a sheep dog chasing a 
squirrel while the wolves 
devour the sheep. The 
award shows may give us 
common cultural mark-
ers, but they do not matter 
that much – and certainly 
not as much as they �or 
we?) think they do.

Imagine the laughter in 
hell when we get twisted 
up about that while we vil-
ify desperate people at our 
southern border. Imagine 
the concern in heaven as 
Ze look Zith enYy on fiYe 
fiJure dresses and suits on 
the red carpet while chil-
dren are concerned where 
the next meal is coming 
from. It is quite easy to 
point to the most ridicu-
lous happening of the day 
and shake our heads at 
how stupid people are, for-
getting that we are doing 
the same thing. 

We choose what we take 
in and to what we pay at-

tention. We choose the 
food we eat. We choose the 
well from which we drink. 
It may be that I should 

spend less time 
being offended 
and more time 
focusing on tak-
ing in what is 
healthy for me – 
all of me – body 
and soul.

We live in a 
time of access 
to a deep and 
rich treasure 
of faithful and 
good people 
who have gone 
before us and 
left us with their 
thoughts. Much 
of this is avail-
able to us free 
or nearly free. 

The well is deep. The water 
is fresh, cool and life-giv-
ing. It is necessary for us 
to be selective with our 
emotional, spiritual, and 
social diets.

There is wisdom found 
in the Psalms, Proverbs, 
and Ecclesiastes. There is 
hope found in the proph-
ets, who did not shy away 
from the challenges of 
their day but engaged 
them with wisdom. There 
is promise found in the 
Gospels and instruction 
for how to get along with 
other believers in the let-
ters of the new Testament. 

Jesus said to a Samari-
tan woman at a well, “Ev-
eryone who drinks of this 
water will thirst again, 
but whoever drinks of the 
water that I shall give him 
will never thirst; the water 
that I shall give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal 
life.” Choose to drink the 
good water.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Choose to drink the good water
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

God willingly accepts back 
those unfaithful to Him

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

n Salem Baptist Celebrate 
Recovery meet Monday 
Nights 5:30 meal/ 6 meet-
ing at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building 
from the Thrift Store.

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! 
Email dbrantpc@tds.net 
and request a video link that 
hopefully will change your 
mind.

n Do you or your group 
have something planned? 
Let us know. We post notes 
here at no charge. Email the-
press@the-press.com or call 
(270) 965-3191. 

Community 
Events & News

Question: As a child I 
loved God, but in my teen 
years I learned to cheat my 
way through school and to 
lie to those who loved me. 
Is there any possibility of my 
coming back to God when 
,’ve turned my back on +im 
for so long?

Answer: Yes, there clear-
ly is. The Old Testament 
book of Hosea tells of the 
unfaithful bride of the proph-
et Hosea. His marriage to 
Gomer is a living parable 
oI *od’s IaithIulness and 
love to those who rebelled 
against Him.

Hosea married Gomer, a 
prostitute. Apparently, she 
left him after the birth of their 
third child to go after one of 
her lovers. Things went bad 
for her and she sold herself 
into slavery. The Lord spoke 
to Hosea, telling him to trav-
el to the slave market and 
purchase her back (Hosea 
3:2).

+osea’s restoration oI 
*omer demonstrated *od’s 
relationship to the unfaithful 
Israelites who had begun 
worshipping Baal. God ex-
tended His grace and love 
to them like Hosea did to 
Gomer. 

Restoration did not begin 
with *omer’s seeking +o-
sea; it began by Hosea re-
deeming his bride from slav-
ery and shame. Restoration 
Ior sinners is first sought by 
God, not sinners. “We love 
because he first loved usµ (� 
Jn. 4:19). Full restoration is 
available to all sinners who 
will return to the One who is 
gracious and loving.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com
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Mockingbirds sing sweetly near Fords Ferry
Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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During a recent Sun-
day afternoon conver-
sation with my son, the 
subject came up about 
how so many trees, old 
honeysuckled, black-
berry and buck bushes 
covering fence rows and 
underbrush have been 
removed and the land 
cleared. I realize it makes 
more space for the large 
farmers to plant crops, 
and for a neater and 
more well-kept looking 
farm and fields, but in a 
sad sense I know it has 
taken away much of the 
local habitat for birds 
and small animals. You 
seldom, or even 
not at all, hear 
the beautiful call 
of the Bobwhite, 
or another of my 
favorites, the 
Whippoorwill. 

For many 
years I listened 
to the Whippoor-
will every sum-
mer when our 
family lived in 
the rural area 
of Crittenden 
County on the 
Aunt Jane Tab-
ernacle Road.  I 
was never able 
to get to see one, 
but it was one 
of the pleasures 
of rural summertime to 
be outside about sunset 
and hear the sweet and 
clear call of the Whip-
poorwill in the fence 
rows below the house. 
It was beautiful to hear.  
My son, who still lives on 
the family farm, told me 
there weren’t any Whip-
poorwills’ songs heard 
last summer on the farm. 

Have they become ex-
tinct or moved on to an-
other location that has 
less people and traffic, 
both which have in-
creased on the old road 
since the 1970s? 

Another vocal bird, 
the Mockingbird, since 
it likes higher perches, 
has been able to survive 
and we can see and hear 
their incredible mocking 
talents regularly.  Think-
ing about the Mocking-
bird made me recall one 
of our beloved legends 
shared by Hollis Frank-
lin many years ago. I’m 
not sure if he passed the 
legend on or if he wrote 
it, but it’s a legend worth 
sharing over and over.

–––
THE LEGEND OF THE 
CALL OF THE MOCK-
ING BIRD OF FORDS 

FERRY, KY.
 All of you who know 

anything much about 
Crittenden County, know 
something about Fords 
Ferry.  Fords Ferry is just 
a place now – no longer a 
town – just a place on the 
Ohio River, immediately 
west of the point where 
Crooked Creek empties 
into the Ohio River. Over 
150 years ago, Fords 
Ferry was a prosperous 
river town.

Fords Ferry was a town 
of distinction – a distinc-
tion which was not a 
very enviable one but a 
distinction nevertheless 

and a distinction all it’s 
own.  Early in the 1800s 
James Ford and his ren-
egades terrorized both 
sides of the river. But 
between raids this man 
had a respectable family 
and a comfortable home.  

Late one evening Ford 
sat on the long wide front 
porch of his Fords Ferry 
home which overlooked 
the Ohio River. (It seems 
over the past few years it 
has become more a mys-
tery to whether James 
Ford was actually behind 
the terrorizing or perhaps 
just the outlaw men who 
worked for him.)

It was an 
ideal Critten-
den County 
early June 
evening. The 
sun had just 
gently slipped 
past the hori-
zon beyond 
H u r r i c a n e 
Island; the 
western sky 
was still blue 
and touched 
with streaks 
of pinkish 
gold from the 
setting sun; 
the bees, as 
they gath-
ered nectar 
for tomor-

row’s needs from the 
honeysuckle vine at the 
end of the Ford porch 
played the overture for 
Mother Nature’s evening 
symphony which only a 
Kentucky June night can 
know.  

As Ford sat on the 
front porch of his home 
that June evening, and 
looked across the wide 
expanse of the beauti-
ful Ohio, which even at 
that time of the day re-
flected and accented the 
blue sky, possibly he 
planned for the robber-
ies which he intended 
for the Harps – and other 
robbers and cut-throats 
in his gang of outlaws 
to commit later in the 
night – but even then he 
was not unmindful of the 
beauty about him.  There 
was something of a poet 
in this pirate.

From the very top of 
a tall cottonwood near 
the mouth of the creek 

on this particular June 
evening, a mockingbird 
sang – sang the mock-
ingbird version of “Love’s 
old sweet song” to a mate 
in a locust thicket a cou-
ple of hundred yards up 
the creek.

For 15 minutes Ford 
listened, and with the 
appreciation with which 
most folks who ever lived 
in that section have for 
those mockingbirds, 
he was enjoying that 
evening serenade, but 
while he listened, his 
well-trained ears caught 
another sound, a sus-
picious sound, and one 
which put him instantly 
on his guard – the rhyth-
mic sound of oars-locked 
in a skiff coming down 
the river. Old Ford’s ears 
were trained too – well 
trained.  

A few seconds later, 
and by this time, Ford 
was on his feet, he was 
watching for the skiff, cu-
rious to know the identi-
ty of the man behind the 

oars. If he was friend, 
Ford wanted to know 
it; if he were enemy, he 
was prepared to take 
care of that situation too. 
Just then the skiff came 
around a bunch of wil-
lows and into plain view, 
but Ford, at first, didn’t 
recognize the boatman.

He called to one of his 
slaves – his favorite, be-
cause he was the most 
capable – a slave who 
could see, and hear even 
better than his mas-
ter.  Ford said to the big 
black man who sudden-
ly appeared at his side, 
“Mingo, who’s the man in 
the boat?”  To which the 
servant replied, “Why, 
Mistah Jim, don’t you 
know who dat is?”  Why 
dats Mestah Bon.  Old 
Ford’s features relaxed, 
he smiled and said, “I 
must not be seeing so 
well these days.  Mingo, 
go help Mr. Audubon 
with his things and bring 
him to the house.  He 
must be very tired.”

And so John James 
Audubon came to spend 
the night and visit with 
his friend. At this time, 
Audubon was operating 
a mill upstream at Hen-
derson. And he enjoyed 
traveling the river in his 
skiff to hear and see the 
sights and sounds along 
the way.

After supper, they talk-
ed far into the night – 
about birds and pictures 
and travels – and as they 
talked they listened to 
the songs of the mock-
ingbirds, mockingbirds 
singing in the cotton 
woods along the river, in 
the high oaks along the 

creek, and in the locust 
thickets along the river 
hills.

Ford turned to his 
friend and said, “Audu-
bon, did you ever hear 
such music as that?” The 
now famous naturalist 
replied, “Only one place 
in the world have I heard 
birds sing more sweetly 
than that – and that is 
in a little valley, where a 
small river empties itself 
into an inlet to the Bay 
of Biscay in the western 
part of France.”

Of John James Audu-
bon, James Ford then 
made his request, “When 
you go back to France, I 
want you to bring me six 
of those singing birds. 
I want to liberate them 
here that they may mate 
with these Kentucky 
birds that in my old 
age I may listen to mu-
sic, such as even musi-
cians only hear in their 
dreams.”

John James Audubon 
promised that he would 
comply with this request.  
(Note: John James Audu-
bon (1785-1851) was one 
of the first to study and 
paint the birds of North 
America.  He was the in-

spiration for the National 
Audubon Society.)

As to whether he was 
able to keep that prom-
ise before Jim Ford was 
shot in cold blood, I do 
not know, but if you have 
the soul of a poet, maybe 
you can hear the clash of 
pirate swords, the rattle 
of musket fire and the 
splashing crash of oars, 
but if you’re very qui-
et you don’t even need 
your imagination to hear 
the call of the mocking-
bird.  Now shrill and dis-
cordant, now sweet and 
feather-soft, now rau-
cous, now low and mel-
ancholy. It was as prom-
ised, music a man hears 
only in his dreams.

Nowhere else do mock-
ing birds sing more 
sweetly, even now, than 
in the cottonwoods and 
in the locusts thickets, 
in the vicinity of Fords 
Ferry, Kentucky.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

The noisy, chatty, mockingbird is still around and loves 
to do some of its mocking calls from high places.

James Ford’s friend, John 
James Audubon, used his 
love of birds as inspiration 
for the National Audubon 
Society.

The elusive whippoorwill, with its mating call from the 
fence rows, isn’t as prevalent now as in years past. 

Students in Nicole Cates’ Media and Communications class at Crittenden County 
Middle School received copies of The Crittenden Press and a lesson in newspaper 
design from Press editor Allison Evans. The students are responsible for gather-
ing content and producing a school newsletter distributed among students and 
staff each week.

Students learn about newspaper design



for sale
1999 Ford F150 super-
cab, 4.6L, 4x4, auto., 
A/C, PS, PB, PW, Cepek 
L265/75R16 tires, 145,000 
miles, (270) 969-8887. 
(1t-07-p)

wanted
Wanted: Someone to put 
signs in yards. Must have 
valid driver’s license and 
vehicle and must be willing 
to travel to multiple coun-
ties. Call Tony Belt (270) 
556-6005. (1t-7-c)

real estate
Open house, 1 p.m.-4 p.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 19 at 610 
East Bellville St., Marion, 
4-5 BR, 2 bth, 3,600 sq. 
ft.; 618 East Bellville St., 
Marion, Ky. 600 sq. ft. tiny 
home. Jodi Hale, Realtor. 
Keller William Experience 
Realty. (270) 978-8410

for rent
For rent in Marion, Ky. 
16x80, 3 BR, 2 bath, 
all electric, ceiling fans 
throughout, window unit air 
conditioning, covered deck 
in back, stove and refriger-
ator furnished, front porch 
in quite neighborhood, vinyl 
floor covering, washer and 
dryer hookup. (618) 499-
7680. (1t-07-c)

employment 
COMPANY PAID BENE-
FITS FOR EMPLOYEES!! 
$16.45 PER HOUR AND A 
$2000 SIGN-ON BONUS 
FOR RESIDENTIAL AD-
VISORS!!  Earle C. Clem-
ents Job Corps is seeking 
residential advisors for 
nights and overnights. This 
entry level position offers 
employee company paid 
health, dental, and vision 
insurance plus sick, vaca-
tion, and 12 paid holidays. 
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings,  
view qualifications, and ap-
ply, please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com. (4t-8-c)
LABORERS NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY! Full-time 
local positions, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions available 
now!  Good starting wage 
$14 or more based on skill 
& experience. Must pass 

background & drug screen.  
Apply at Liberty Tire Recy-
cling, 2071 US 60 West, 
Marion KY or email resume 
to hmaloney@libertytire.
com. Call for more info 270-
965-3613. Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.  (tfc)
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer a 
competitive salary, bene-
fits package and advance-
ment opportunities.  NEW!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS! Now 
offering a $15 minimum 
wage! MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/

Veteran. To view current 
openings and qualifications 
and to apply, please visit 
our website: www.mtcjobs.
com  “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today” (TFC-p)

services
Valley View Windows, cus-
tom built vinyl windows, 
3-week lead time. Free 
estimates. We install for 
new construction and re-
placement. Double-pane 
glass, low E and Argon or 
clear glass. Closed Thurs., 
Sat. and Sun. 294 Mt. Zion 
Church Rd., Marion, Ky. 
42064.(5t-11-p) 

CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean 
ditches. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-12-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auc-
tion etc. in this newspaper 
plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
sified department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

legal notices
Notice is hereby given that 
on February 8, 2023 Ashley 
O. Thomas of 701 Hebron 
Church Rd., Marion, Ky. 
42064 and Scott L. Belt of 
397 Fishtrap Rd., Marion, 
Ky. 42064 were appointed 
co-executors of Geraldine 
H. Beavers, deceased, 
whose address as 3334 
U.S. 60 West, Marion, Ky. 
42064. Rebecca Johnson, 
attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 

hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
Circuit Court Clerk before 
the 8th day of August, 2023 
and all claims not so proven 
and presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-07-c)
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Open weekdays
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Advertising deadline
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Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one 
week, with a 10-cent charge for each word over 
the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. Now, all regular 
classified ads are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million 
readers with one call! Contact the classified 
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a 25-word classified in 70 newspapers for only 
$250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to 
fully comply with the Fair Housing Act and to 
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national origin, sex, disability or family status. If 
you believe an advertisement published in this 
newspaper is discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page 
are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.



While Travis Perry was 
pursuing becoming only 
the second Kentucky 
high school boys basket-
ball player to score 4,000 
points in his career, he 
also had to continue to 
take phone calls and vis-
its from major college 
coaches recruiting the 
Lyon County junior. 

Perry joined King Kelly 
Coleman in the 4,000-
point club last Saturday 
when he scored 32 points 
in a win over Bracken 
County.  

He was hearing from 
plenty of college coaches 
before then and that cer-
tainly won’t change the 
next few weeks or once 
AAU play begins. 

One school who has 
made him a recruiting 
priority from the start is 
Western Kentucky.  

“I love their coaches. 
They are in touch all the 
time,” Perry said. “They 

are in all the time to see.
I really like them. I have
a great rela-
t i o n s h i p 
with their 
coaches and 
am continu-
ing to build 
that.” 

He says 
r e c e n t l y 
W e s t e r n , 
Cincinnati 
and Purdue 
have been 
to Lyon 
County re-
cently and he’s also made 
a visit to Vanderbilt. He 
also has been getting a
lot of attention from Mis-
souri and Indiana.  

What about Kentucky,
which extended a schol-
arship offer last sum-
mer? 

“Coach Cal obviously is 
coach Cal. He’s a great 
coach and from when I 
have talked to him, he is 

a great person who cares 
about his players, pro-
gram and all the people
involved in it,” Perry said. 
“We have conversations
where they tell me good
game. They are keeping
in touch. I am growing
that relationship. 

“I am trying to find a 
time to get down there 
and hopefully we make it 
to Rupp (Arena for the
state tournament) and
make a deep run. It’s just 
about growing that rela-
tionship and building it
more with them.” 

—————————— 
John Calipari probably 

reacts more to his heart
than his brain when it 
comes to sophomore for-
ward Daimion Collins.
His father passed away 
unexpectedly before the
season started. He was in
Lexington visiting his son 
at the time. 

“He lost 17 pounds. His 

dad would have been his 
best man in his wedding. 
That’s how close they 
were,” Calipari said. 
“Now he is starting to 
come back but I am not 
throwing him to the 
wolves. Putting him in 
and out. His confidence 
is growing.” 

Calipari said Collins 
told him three different 
times after the recent 
Mississippi game how 
much he appreciated the 
coach. 

“He didn’t need to say 
that,” Calipari said. 

Teammate Oscar 
Tshiebwe lost his father 
at age 12 in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the 
Congo, his home. The 
All-American said he 
hugs Collins every time 
he sees him. 

“I can look at his face, 
and I can see how much 
pain he has, but doesn’t 
show,” Tshiebwe said. 
“Because I went through 
that.” 

Tshiebwe said it im-
pacted him for several 
years after his father’s 
passing. 

“For me to be back to 
normal, it took me so 
many years. For him, I’m 
just praying for him, be-
cause I can see him now 
…  he’s starting to learn 
how to let it go, to let time 
pass,” Tshiebwe said. 
“It’s going to take him a 
little while to heal, but I 
just need people to keep 
praying for him.  

“He will be good. He’s a 
kid who loves basketball. 
He works on it all the 
time. He competes.” 

Guard CJ Fredrick 
says the UK team is a 
“brotherhood” that takes 
care of each other. 

“Just seeing him out 
there, seeing him play-
ing, seeing him smiling, 
having fun … that means
a lot to us. He’s been 
through so much,” 
Fredrick said.  

Freshman Cason Wal-
lace is Collins’ cousin 
and went with Calipari to 
Ben Collins’ funeral in 
Texas. Daimion Collins 
took the flight back to 
Lexington with them. 

“I’m sure he knows 
that I’m here for him. 
And if he ever needs 
something, I got him,” 
Wallace said. 

——————————- 
Senior outfielder Rylea 

Smith made a New Year’s 
resolution to make sure 
she “expressed my power 
as a player” and under-

stood what her role 
needed to be to help 
coach Rachel Lawson’s 
team the most. 

“Am I going to be an 
all-star player of the year, 
person? Probably not,” 
Smith said. “But I do un-
derstand I can protect 
those players like Kayla 
(Kowalik) and Erin (Cof-
fel). I want to make sure 
I understand my role and
can execute to make sure 
my team goes even fur-
ther.” 

Smith admits she is 
not going to be a big 
vocal leader for Kentucky 
softball. That’s not her 
personality.  

“I am more of an uplift-
ing person. I like to make 
sure people understand 
their effort is being seen 
in leadership through my 
actions. I want my team-
mates to see me go 100 
percent all the time and 
then they want to do 
that,” she said. “So for 
me it is more leading by 
example.” 
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Legislature moves on tax break; focusing on DJJ issues

CRITTENDEN COUNTY DUGOUT CLUB REGISTRATION FORM 
2023 Youth Baseball / Softball / Kickball 

Registration form must be received by March 4, 2023 with registration fee and a copy of Birth Certificate for the player. We 
want everyone to play. If you cannot afford the full registration fee, talk to a Dugout Club representative before registration 
deadline about a discount. There is also a discount for multiple players from one family. Total cost for 2 players is $70 and 3 
players or more is $85. Registration after March 4 carries a $25 penalty. The absolute final day to register even by paying 
penaltiy is March 17. Skills assessment is 9:30 a.m., to 11:30 a.m., Saturday, March 4 at the former armory on Rochester 
Street in Marion. All players age 7-up who are new to the league or are moving up to a new age division need to attend skills 
assessment.  

SPECIAL NOTICES: 
1. The cutoff for age grouping for Baseball is a player turning a year older before May 1.  
2. The cutoff for age grouping for Softball is a player turning a year older before January 1. 
3. All Leagues EXCEPT Kickball & Co-ed Rookie will have away games at Eddyville, Princeton, Dawson Springs and Cadiz. 
4. With the exception of Kickball and Co-ed Rookie leagues, boys must play baseball and girls must play softball. 
5. Children at age 5 have an option to play Kickball or Co-ed Rookie Baseball. 

    FEES: Kickball $25              Youth Baseball/Softball $50           Babe Ruth $55    
--- (Check One Below) --- 
Kickball   (ages 4-5 Boys & Girls) must be 4 before May 1 (begins in May) 

Co-ed Rookie   (ages 5-6 Boys & Girls) must be 5 before May 1 

Boys’ Baseball   Rookie (7-8)      Minor (9-10)     Major (11-12)     Babe Ruth (13-15)  
          (Coach Pitch)                     (Live Arm)      (Live Arm) 

Girls’ Softball   Rookie (7-8)      Minor (9-10)       Major (11-12)       
            (Coach Pitch)      (Coach Pitch & Live Arm)        (Live Arm) 
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION: 
 
Player Name: ____________________________________________ Age:_____  DOB:____________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________ Email: ______________________________________ 
 
Last Team to Play for: ______________________________________  Year Played: ______________ 
 
UNIFORM SHIRT SIZE (Players must provide their own pants. A shirt and cap will be provided in most leagues) 
Circle One:   6/8  10/12   14/16    Adult S    Adult M    Adult L    Adult XL    Adult XXL  Other:___________ 
 PARENT/GUARDIAN CONSENT FOR TREATMENT: 
I herby give my consent for any treatment as provided by his/her coach or other adult escort in case of an injury or illness while participat-
ing in any practice, game, or other league activity sanctioned by the Crittenden County Dugout Club.  I understand that this is to prevent 
undue delay in treatment. Furthermore, I agree to allow my child to be taken to a licensed physician and/or their designee in the case of 
an emergency. I will list my allergies and/or pre-existing physical conditions that need to be noted before treatment. (use back if needed) 
Please list any special needs or medical conditions child’s coaches should know about: ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Name:_______________________________ Father’s Name:_________________________________________ 

Name of Health Insurance:_______________________ Policy #: __________________________________________ 
   

Registrant agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the City of Marion, County of Crittenden and Dugout Club and its officers, directors, agents and employees from and 
against claims, damages, losses and expenses, including but not limited to attorneys' fees, arising out of or resulting from the negligence or misconduct of others. 

 
Signature:_____________________________ Relationship: __________________________Date:____________  

Return to: Dugout Club  P.O. Box 5, Marion, KY 42064 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CRITTENDEN COUNTY DUGOUT CLUB 

Crittenden County 
High School seniors and 
college students pursu-
ing studies in agriculture 
or natural resource fields 
are encouraged to apply 
for one of three $1,000 
scholarships from the 
Kentucky Association of 
Conservation Districts 
(KACD) Auxiliary.   

Current high school 
seniors may apply for the 
George Crafton Memorial 
Scholarship. This schol-
arship is available 
through the high school 
to students who are 
planning to attend col-
lege and to major in the 
field of agriculture or 
conservation of natural 
resources. 

The Conservation of 

Natural Resources 
Scholarship is awarded 
to any student currently 
enrolled in college and 
pursuing an undergrad-
uate degree in agricul-
ture or a related natural 
resources field. 

The third scholarship 
is the Betty 
Barrick/Non-Traditional 
Students Scholarship, 
for a student that is at 
least 25 years old and 
pursuing an undergrad-
uate degree in agricul-
ture or a related natural 
resources field. 

Each application re-
quires two letters of rec-
ommendation, most 
recent transcript, and 
completion of a 200-300 
word comprehensive 

essay. Applications for 
all three scholarships are 
available at the Critten-
den County Conserva-
tion District office 
located at 118 E. Bellville 
St., Marion, or online at 
the Division of Conserva-
tion website, KACD 
Scholarships tab.  

The local application 
deadline is noon, 
Wednesday, March 1. 
Completed forms and in-
formation must be sub-
mitted to the 
conservation district to 
be eligible. Scholarships 
will be presented at the 
annual KACD state con-
vention in July. For more 
information call the Con-
servation District at 270-
965-3921, ext. 3.

LCHS sophomore  
Joiner reaches 1K 
   Livingston Central sopho-
more Victoria Joiner recently 
scored her 1,000th point as a 
high school basketball player. 
She reached the milestone in 
Smithland on Feb. 11 in a 
game against Webster 
County.

Lawmakers returned to 
Frankfort last week to recon-
vene following a constitution-
ally required break in the 2023 
30-day legislative session.  

We immedi-
ately got back to 
work, passing 
House Bill 1, 
which codifies 
the income tax 
reduction from 5 
percent to 4.5 
percent that 
went into effect 
on January 1. 
The bill lowers 
the income tax 
to 4 percent be-
ginning on Jan-
uary 1, 2024. Additional tax 
reform, moving away from tax-
ing production and more em-
phasis on consumption, not 
only keeps more money in 
wage earners' pockets but it 
builds on the record years of 
economic success in the com-
monwealth, primarily because 
of conservative, pro-business 
policies enacted by the Ken-
tucky General Assembly.  

Along with House Bill 1, the 
Senate passed House Bill 2 on 
Wednesday, which provides 
over $16 million to support the 

construction of a new veterans 
center in Bowling Green. The 
center is the fifth in the state 
and will provide services to vet-
erans in the south-central re-
gion. The need for this funding 
support is, unfortunately, 
partly because of high infla-
tion, which has greatly in-
creased the cost of 
construction. 

I understand we all still bear 
the weight of high inflation and 
gas prices, but I am always 
happy to support our veterans 
and the Republican superma-
jority’s commitment is to leave 
more money in your pocket be-
cause you know best how to 
spend your hard-earned in-
come, not the government. 

An issue that dominated the 
media and lawmakers' atten-
tion through the session’s 
break involved the state De-
partment of Juvenile Justice. 
I’m confident you have heard 
about and followed recent dis-
turbing reports from within the 
DJJ system, including the sex-
ual abuse of a 16-year-old girl 
in Adair County and the brutal 
assault of employees in Bowl-
ing Green. Much work is left to 
be done, but I’m happy to say 
some legislative efforts have 

prompted the executive branch 
to take action to better protect 
our detained youth.  

First, in the 2022 interim, 
the Legislative Oversight and 
Investigations Statutory Com-
mittee and the Interim Judici-
ary Committee recommended 
that DJJ separate those inside 
facilities based on the severity 
of the offense and by gender. 
It’s concerning these recom-
mendations were only taken 
following the terrible story of 
Adair County’s incident. 

Nevertheless, the Senate ini-
tiated a DJJ working group 
which met extensively over the 
session’s break. The work-
group communicated its rec-
ommendations to Governor 
Andy Beshear. Recommenda-
tions that have been met as of 
this legislative update include: 

Provide 24/7 Kentucky State 
Police presence at facilities 
housing the most violent of-
fenders. 

Identify specific immediate, 
intermediate, and long-term 
resources needed to address 
the crisis and gaps in the law 
that can aid in the depart-
ment’s efforts. 

Make trauma care available 
to staff and youth victims in 

DJJ facilities. 
Develop and maintain a 

tracking notification system 
concerning the transportation 
and status of youth offenders 
so that parents, legal 
guardians, and law enforce-
ment entities can be aware. 

Still, lawmakers have made 
recommendations to the gover-
nor that remain unmet, some 
of which could be the most 
meaningful. They are: 

•Consider replacing depart-
ment leaders who have failed 
to create a culture within DJJ 
where employees and youth 
can feel safe and begin a na-
tionwide search for qualified 
replacements. The DJJ work-
group has concluded a toxic 
culture exists within the de-
partment that money alone 
could never repair. 

•Provide unfettered access to 
cabinet and department offi-
cials but, most importantly, 
the rank and file employees 
who have indicated fear of re-
taliation from those above 
them. 

•Allow for an independent 
inspection of DJJ facilities to 
determine if health and safety 
measures are up to expecta-
tion and if policies and proce-

dures are being met. 
•Explain failures to imple-

ment past recommendations. 
DJJ workgroup leaders out-

lined met and unmet recom-
mendations during a press 
conference on February 2. 
They also formally requested 
the state auditor of public ac-
counts to contract with an in-
dependent organization for a 
full audit of DJJ. 

In closing, several legislative 
measures were introduced in 
week two, including an educa-
tion-centric bill focused on 
strengthening parent voices in 
the school system, a bill ensur-
ing the communist Chinese 
government cannot access 
state government information, 
and another addressing con-
cerns with the state’s power 
grid. Rest assured, your 
elected officials remain en-
gaged in light of the rolling 
blackouts some Kentuckians 
have experienced this winter. 

  
Sen. Jason Howell, R-Murray can 

be contacted 502-564-8100 or by 
email at jason.howell@lrc.ky.go. 
Sen. Howell represents the 1st Sen-
ate District including Calloway, Crit-
tenden, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, 
Lyon and Trigg counties. 

Jason 
HOWELL
KENTUCKY STATE SENATOR

FROM FRANKFORT

3 scholarships offered by district

POLICE 
Continued from page 1 

line on pay.” 
Although Marion’s po-

lice pay is above the me-
dian for towns under 
3,000 population, it’s 
well below the median for 
those just above 3,000. 
Marion’s population is 
2,679, but it’s competing 
against neighboring 
cities like Princeton, 
Providence and Morgan-
field and county sheriff’s 
departments for certified 
lawmen. While Provi-
dence has a population 
similar to Marion, it’s 
paying much more, 
Browning said. The aver-
age pay for cities slightly 
larger than Marion is 
$65,374 median, accord-
ing to the Kentucky 
League of Cities data. 
That’s about $20,000 an-
nually above Marion’s 
policeman pay. 

Council members 
quickly responded, sup-
porting the idea of im-
proved wages and more 
flexible work schedules 
for its officers.  

Councilman Dwight 

Sherer sponsored a plan 
to increase police pay by 
$4 per hour. Marion cur-
rently has four police-
man, including Chief 
O’Neal. Historically, a 
fully-manned depart-
ment included seven offi-
cers; however, the city 
has not been fully staffed 
in years. It has largely 
operated with a six-man 
police force. 

Despite financial limi-
tations, Browning said 
the pay increase is feasi-
ble because Marion will 
not seek to return to even 
a six-man police depart-
ment. Its current budget 
provides for six positions 
on the force. 

“As far as police cover-
age goes, we’ve been 
doing it for a while with 
five,” she said. “We can 
rotate schedules so it’s 
fair to all involved.” 

Marion had been down 
to five officers for several 
months since Donald 
Crawford left to take a 
job with the Livingston 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Martin is going to 
Providence Police Depart-
ment. 

New Crittenden County 

Sheriff Evan Head is hav-
ing similar problems hir-
ing deputies. Most area 
policing departments 
provide hazardous duty 
pay to officers and 
deputies. Crittenden and 
Marion do not. 

The council has briefly 
discussed the issue of 
hazardous pay in the 
past few months. The 
mayor said this week 
that Marion cannot af-
ford a move like that 
right now. Hazardous 
pay would cost the city 
about $60,000 annually 
in salaries, but a great 
deal in retirement, too. 
Officer retirement would 
nearly double from 26.79 
percent of a policeman’s 
pay to 49.59 percent. 

“I believe a $4 an hour 
raise will help compen-
sate and it is very well 
deserved,” Browning.  

At least half of the city 
council verbally ex-
pressed support for the 
pay raise and others ap-
peared to be on board. 
The council will likely 
meet in special session 
later this month to move 
the plan along.

Perry joins King Kelly as KY’s only 4K points players
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Basketball Games 
THURSDAY 
Rockets at Hopkins Central 
FRIDAY 
Lady Rockets at Hopkinsville 
 
FIFTH DISTRICT TOURNAMENT 

GIRLS 
At Livingston Central 

Monday, Feb. 20 
Crittenden Co. vs Lyon Co., 6pm 
Livingston Cent. vs Trigg Co., 7:30pm 
Thursday, Feb. 23 
Championship, 6pm 
 

BOYS 
At Livingston Central 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 
Lyon County vs Livingston Cent., 6pm 
Crittenden Co. vs Trigg Co., 7:30pm 
Friday, Feb. 24 
Championship, 6pm 
 
Fifth District Standings 
   Here are the Fifth Districts stand-
ings after all league games have been 
played for this season. 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Crittenden County           6-0       21-5 
Livingston Central           2-4      10-16 
Trigg County                    2-4       9-16 
Lyon County                    2-4       9-15 
 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    6-0       23-5 
Crittenden County           4-2      11-17 
Trigg County                    2-4      14-13 
Livingston Central           0-6       5-19 
 
Regional tournaments 
  This year’s girls’ Second Region 
Basketball Tournament will be held be-
ginning Feb. 27 at Union County. The 
boys’ Second Region Tournament will 
begin March 1 at Madisonville. 
 
Region 2 RPI Rankings 
  Following are First Region power 
rankings based on the KHSAA’s RPI 
formula, as of Monday. 

BOYS 
1. Lyon County                          23-5 
2. University Heights                 19-7 
3. Henderson County                18-8 
4. Christian County                  15-11 
5. Webster County                   14-10 
6. Hopkinsville                         11-15 
7. Hopkins Central                   13-14 
8. Trigg County                        14-13 
9. Crittenden County             11-17 
10. Union County                     10-14 
11. Dawson Springs                 10-16 
12. Caldwell County                  5-19 
13. Livingston Central               5-19 
14. Ft. Campbell                       4-17 

 
GIRLS 

1. Henderson County                19-4 
2. Crittenden County              21-5 
3. Hopkins Central                    21-7 
4. Union County                        16-9 
5. Madisonville                          17-9 
6. Christian County                  12-13 
7. Livingston Central                10-16 
8. Lyon County                          9-15 
9. Trigg County                         9-16 
10. Webster County                  7-18 
11. Caldwell County                  8-18 
12. Hopkinsville                        7-12 
13. Dawson Springs                 7-18 
14. University Heights               5-19 
15. Ft. Campbell                       2-16 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 
   Here are some of the key hunting 
opportunities currently in season or 
coming up:  
Racoon Hunting         Oct. 1 - Feb. 28 
Fall Squirrel             Nov. 14 - Feb. 28 
Racoon Trapping     Nov. 14 - Feb. 28 
Bobcat                     Nov. 19 - Feb. 28 
Canada Goose        Nov. 24 - Feb. 15 
Crow                          Jan. 4 - Feb. 28 
Snow Goose         Feb. 16 - March 31 
Youth Turkey                         April 1-2 
Turkey                       April 15 - May 7 
Coyote                             Year Round 
Ground Hog                     Year Round 
 
Coyote contest Feb. 17 
   The annual coyote contest spon-
sored by Hodge’s Sports & Apparel 
and Marion Tourism Commission will 
begin at sundown Friday, Feb. 17 and 
continue through 5 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 18. Register at Hodge’s. 

Lady Rocket freshman guard Chloe 
Hunt gets a ball screen from senior 
Addie Hatfield (3) during a recent 
game.

Three Lady Rocket seniors – Taylor Guess, Natalie Boone and Addie Hatfield converge on 
a ball handler in a recent game and (above right) Boone and Elliot Evans lead the press.

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County watched 

an early lead disappear by 
halftime as Paducah St. Mary 
knocked off the visiting Rock-
ets 68-53 Tuesday. 

It was Crittenden’s sixth 
straight loss as CCHS fell to 
11-17 on the season. 

The Vikings got 16 first-half 
points from sharpshooter 
Luke Simms. St. Mary scored 
17 points at the foul line 
against eight by the Rockets. 

Crittenden was led by jun-
ior Travis Champion, who 
scored 22. He made seven of 
10 foul shots, recording all 
but one of his team’s points 
at the line. Senior center Case 
Gobin had 10 points. 

St. Mary improved to 12-
16. 

Rockets play at Hopkins 
Central Thursday to close out 
the regular season. The dis-
trict tournament opens early 
next week at Livingston. 
Overtime loss to Comets 

Carlisle County scored 
more than a third of its points 
at the foul line as they beat 
Crittenden County 73-65 in 
overtime in the U.S. Bank 
Shootout Saturday afternoon 
in Murray. 

Rocket junior Travis Cham-
pion continued to pile up the 
points, but Crittenden lost its 

fifth straight, its longest los-
ing streak of the season. Prior 
to the skid, CCHS had not 
lost more than three in a row. 

Champion dropped 36 
against the Comets, who im-
proved to 14-12.  

The Rocket guard is averag-
ing 23.3 points a game and 
has scored 35 or more points 
in four of the last six outings. 
CCHS fell to 11-16. 

 
Buzzer trey beats Rockets 

A last-second three-pointer 
by Dawson Springs stopped 
Crittenden County short in a 
homecoming matchup Friday 
at Rocket Arena.  

Crittenden trailed a good 
part of the game, but had the 
lead in the waning minutes 
before CCHS was shocked by 
Rex Blue’s final shot in a 62-
61 loss. 

For the second straight 
game, Crittenden got very lit-
tle offensive production other 
than from junior Travis 
Champion, who dropped 40 
in the loss, and senior Pre-
ston Morgeson, who had 19. 
Senior Seth Guess was the 
only other Rocket to score. He 
had two points. 

The loss to the Panthers 
was just the fourth for CCHS 
in the last 24 games dating 
back to 2010. 

Caldwell upsets Rockets 
Travis Champion scored 34 

and senior Preston Morgeson 
24, but the Rockets couldn’t 
overcome a slow start last 
Thursday against Caldwell 
County and lost 70-63. 

In the early going on Senior 
Night, the Rockets were un-
able to stop 6-foot-4 sopho-
more center JayDarius 
Wilson, who made five buck-
ets in a hurry and helped the 
Tigers to a 12-point lead. 

Crittenden finally solved its 
defense in the pivot and 
slowed Wilson’s production, 
but had trouble getting over 
the hump. Caldwell led the 
entire way, save a two-point 
Rocket advantage on two 
Morgeson foul shots with 
3:20 play. From there, Cald-
well made its foul shots down 
the stretch and Crittenden 
misfired on a couple of long-
range tries in the final 
minute, one that could have 
tied the game. 

Caldwell won for just the 
fifth time in 23 games while 
the Rockets fell to 11-14.  

 
Crittenden County   19    27    41  53 
Paducah St. Mary   14    35    51  68 
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 5, Cham-
pion 22, Belcher 3, Hatfield 3, Keller 4, 
Gobin 10, Guess 6. FG 20. 3-pointers 
5 (Morgeson, Champion, Belcher, Hat-

field, Guess). FT 8-14. 
ST MARY – Simms 25, Mikel 23, 
P.Simms 5, Haas, Willett 4, Quigley 4, 
Hahn 5, Southern 2. FG 21. 3-pointers 
9. FT 17-22. 

 
Crittenden County    9    15  31  56  65 
Carlisle County       13   30  38  56  73 
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 7, Cham-
pion 36, Walker 2, Hatfield 8, Keller, 
Gobin 4, Guess 6, Counts 2. FG 23. 3-
pointers 6 (Champion 3, Morgeson, 
Hatfield 2). FT 13-18.d 
CARLISLE – Williams 12, Bowles 2, 
Burnett 27, Perez 5, Bruer, Arnold 4, 
Grogan 7, King 5, Rickard 11. FG 20. 
3-pointers 6. FT 27-34. 
 
Dawson Springs    16    30    44    62 
Crittenden County   20    39    55  61 
DAWSON – Blue 11, Plunkett 17, 
Johnston 26, Thomas 2, Fain 2, Bul-
lock 2, Dever 2. FG 21. 3-pointers 9 
(Blue 2, Plunkett 5, Johnston 2). FT 9-
13. 
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 19, Cham-
pion 40, Walker, Hatfield, Keller, Gobin, 
Guess 2. FG 23. 3-pointers 8 (Morge-
son 5, Champion 3). FT 7-12. 
 
Caldwell County      16    29    50  70 
Crittenden County    6     27    46  63 
CALDWELL – Bumpus 15, Ca.Whit-
tington 6, Co.Whittington 7, Thompson 
13, Wilson 21, Roach 8. FG 24. 3-
pointers 4 (Thompson 3, Bumpus). FT 
18-26. 
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 24, Cham-
pion 34, Hatfield, Keller 2, Gobin 1, 
Guess 2, Counts. FG 23. 3-pointers 3 
(Morgeson). FT 14-20.

Reg. Season ends Friday 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Second- and third-chance baskets 
played a big role in Hopkins Central’s 
victory over the Lady Rockets Tuesday. 

The hosts scored nine points off three-
pointers and about a dozen in the paint 
to take a 17-point lead in the first period. 
However, Crittenden scraped its way 
back into the game with strong defense 
and heavy scoring by freshmen Anna 
Boone and Elliot Evans in the second pe-
riod.  

Although CCHS was within two points 
twice and one point once in the fourth 
period, it couldn’t get a key stop when 
absolutely necessary and the Lady 
Storm won the highly-watched game be-
tween two of the Second Region’s top 
three teams.  

Anna Boone and senior Taylor Guess 
each finished with 24 for Crittenden and 
Evans had 13. 

Hopkins Central had five girls in dou-
ble figures and improved to 21-7 on the 
season. They came into the contest 
ranked No. 3 in the KHSAA Second Re-
gion power rankings. Neither team had 
lost in the region coming into the 
matchup. 

Crittenden, who was No. 2 in the rank-

ings, fell to 21-5 and will close out its 
regular season Friday at Hopkinsville. 
Girls disptatch Union County 

Despite a rocky road down the home 
stretch, Crittenden County won a big 
matchup at Union County Saturday 
night 60-53. 

It was showdown between teams 
ranked in the top four in the region in 
RPI. Crittenden is No. 2 and Union No. 
4, and they could see one another again 
in the regional tournament later this 
month, which will be at Morganfield. 

The Bravettes scored five of their seven 
three-pointers in the first half and led 
until right before the half when CCHS 
reeled off a 12-0 run to take a one-point 
lead by the break. 

The Lady Rockets came out strong 
early in the second half and built an 11-
point lead, but hit a difficult spot in the 
fourth period that allowed the hosts to 
pull to within one. 

Freshman Anna Boone gave Critten-
den a lift with a couple of late threes to 
seal the deal as CCHS won its 21st game 
against just four losses. Boone finished 
with 15 and senior Taylor Guess led the 
way with 28, most of them coming in the 
first half. 

Union County fell to 16-9. 
Rocket girls rip Dawson Springs 

The girls dashed ahead by more than 

20 in the first period and cruised to a 68-
37 win Friday over Dawson Springs in
the annual homecoming game. 

CCHS was able to play everyone on the
bench and 10 players got in on the scor-
ing. Senior Taylor Guess led the way 
with 13 and Elliot Evans had 11. 

 
Crittenden County     14    34      49      68 
Hopkins Co. Central 27    38      58      76 
CRITTENDEN – Guess 24, N.Boone 3, A.Boone 24, 
Evans 13, Hatfield 3, Federico 2, Hunt. FG 24. 3-
pointers 7 (A.Boone 4, Guess 2, Evans). FT 13-14. 
CENTRAL – Mason 11, White 19, Harrison 4, Clark 
13, Sutton 13, Jones 14, Whitaker-Greer 2. FG 29. 3-
pointers 5 (Mason 2, Sutton 2, Clark. FT 11-23. 

 
Crittenden County     17    31      47      60 
Union County           18     30      36      53 
CRITTENDEN – Guess 28, N.Boone 8, A.Boone 15, 
Evans 7, Hatfield, Federico 2. FG 22. 3-pointers 7 
(Guess 5, A.Boone 2). FT 9-15. 
UNION – Goodloe 8, Morris 25, Steward 2, Hagan 8, 
Hubbs, Curry 10, Gough. FG 20. 3-pointers 7 (Morris 
3, Goodloe 2, Hagan 2). FT 6-10. 
  
Dawson Springs      3       20      23      37 
Crittenden County   26      44      62      68 
DAWSON – McCoy 2, Brennan 5, Harper 8, Ward 19, 
Colson 3. FG 11. 3-pointers 4. FT 11-16. 
CRITTENDEN – Guess 13, N.Boone 5, A.Boone 9, 
Evans 11, Hatfield 4, Federico 2, Hunt 9, Rushing 4, 
Stewart 2, Munday 5, Hodge, McDaniel, Holeman. 
FG 29. 3-pointers 2 (N.Boone, Hunt). FT 8-13. 

There’s not a hotter scorer in the region than Travis Champion. 
He’s putting up huge numbers down the season’s final stretch.

Crittenden County’s Jaxon Hatfield knocks the ball loose from 
the hands of Caldwell County’s Carter Whittington.

Rockets can stop skid at StM

Lady Rockets lose for just 5th time 

CCHS falls to Central in region showdown
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Perry 
Newcom (R) 
107 S. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.5251 (o) 
270.704.0457 (c) 
 

Dave 
Belt (R) 
308 Chandler Farm Rd. 
Sturgis, KY 42459 
270.704.0199 (c) 
 

Matt 
Grimes (R) 
301 State Route 297 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.9832 (c) 
 

Robert 
Kirby (R) 
1698 Chapel Hill Road 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.889.1504 (c) 
 

Chad 
Thomas (D) 
701 Hebron Church Rd. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.9727 (h) 
270.339.4949 (c) 

Travis 
Perryman (R) 
1700 Jackson School Road 
Fredonia KY 42411 
270.969.1168 (c) 
 

Scott 
Belt (R) 
397 Fishtrap Road 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.0366 (c) 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court Fiscal Court meets in regular session at the courthouse at 8:30 a.m., on the third Thursday of each month
Judge-executive District 1 Magistrate District 2 Magistrate District 3 Magistrate District 4 Magistrate District 6 MagistrateDistrict 5 Magistrate

E L E C T E D  C O U N T Y  J U D G E - E X E C U T I V E  |  M A G I S T R A T E S

Perry.newcom@crittendencountyky.org Dave.Belt@crittendencountyky.org matt.grimes@crittendencountyky.org Robert.kirby@crittendencounty.org Chad.Thomas@crittendencountyky.org Travis.perryman@crittendencountyky.org Scott.belt@crittendencountyky.org

In a few years, Crittenden County will have a new judicial center with a more secure courthouse. For now, local 
law enforcement charged with security for circuit court have improvised a bit. A chalk board was positioned last 
week during court between the gallery and defendants who were being held in custody and waiting for their cases 
to be heard by Circuit Judge Daniel Heady. Pictured sitting in the foreground is bailiff Don Herrin. Sheriff Evan 
Head said inmates and guests sitting in the gallery have been witnessed “flagging” or “signing” during court 
proceedings. “They can have full conversations with signs,” the sheriff said. The behavior has created a security 
problem, Head said, so steps were taken to limit it.  

STAFF REPORT 
A pattern of continued 

methamphetamine use 
in the community has led 
to prison sentences for 
four individuals. 

Last week, Circuit 
Judge Daniel Heady or-
dered prison time for 
three Marion men and 
one Eddyville man. The 
common thread in each 
of their cases was use or 
trafficking of drugs. 

Circuit Court convenes 
in Marion the second 
Thursday of each month. 
Here are dispositions of 
last week’s cases: 

•Deanalan Stormoen, 
28, of Marion pleaded 
guilty to felony first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia 
and possession of mari-
juana. He was sentenced 
to a year on the felony 
and 365 days and 45 
days, respectively, to the 
misdemeanor charges. 
The terms will run con-
current, but consecutive 
to jail time he’s already 
serving in Caldwell 
County. 

Stormoen was arrested 
Jan. 13 when police rec-
ognized him riding a 
skateboard down a Mar-
ion street. Knowing there 
were active warrants for 
Stormoen, he was de-
tained. Found in a back-
pack with Stormoen were 
less than a half gram of 
methamphetamine, a 
loaded syringe containing 
20 milliliters of suspected 
methamphetamine mixed 
with Kool-Aid, several 
items of drug parapher-
nalia, including scales, 
baggies, new syringes, 
glass pipes and a grinder 
containing marijuana 
residue. 

•Christopher Wayne 
McKinley, 37, of Marion 
pleaded guilty to felony 
first-degree possession of 
a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia 
and possession of mari-
juana. He was sentenced 
to a year on the felony 
and 365 days and 45 
days, respectively, to the 
misdemeanor charges. 
The time will run concur-
rent.  

McKinley was charged 
Dec. 29 when authorities 
had gone to a home on 
Kevil Street looking to 
serve active warrants 
against him. While there, 
officers found meth and 
other drugs or drug-re-
lated items.  

•Timothy S. Sheffer, 
55, of Eddyville, was for-
mally sentenced on a 
charge of felony first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) , 
third offense; misde-
meanor charges of pos-
session of drug 
paraphernalia and oper-
ating on a suspended or 
revoked driver’s license; 
and a speeding violation. 

Sheffer was pulled over 
by Marion Patrolman 
James Duncan after 9 
p.m., on Sept. 23 when 
the policemen, running a 
traffic radar, observed 
the vehicle Sheffer was 
driving to be going 55 
mph in a 35 mph zone on 
Sturgis Road. Sheffer 
was also wanted on a 
warrant from Lyon 
County. A subsequent 
search of his person 
found a pipe with meth 
residue. 

Sheffer had pleaded 
guilty last month. He was 
sentenced to three years 
on the felony and shorter 
time on the lesser 
charges with all to run 
concurrently. The com-
monwealth will not op-
pose shock probation 
after Sheffer serves at 
least 30 days of the sen-
tence. 

•Corey Shuecraft, 39, 
of Marion pleaded guilty 
to a felony charge of first-
degree trafficking in a 
controlled substance, 
first offense, greater than 
two grams; and a misde-
meanor charge of posses-
sion of marijuana. He 
was sentenced to five 
years in prison on the 
felony charge and 45 
days on the pot charge.  

Shuecraft was released 
with time served under 
the condition that he en-
roll in a long-term treat-
ment program, have six 
months in an after-care 

program and he will be 
on probation for five 
years. 

He was arrested in De-
cember when local law 
enforcement went to a 
residence on Blackburn 

Lane to serve a warrant. 
When Shuecraft was lo-
cated, police found with 
him a plastic bag con-
taining five grams of 
meth and one-half gram 
of marijuana.

STAFF REPORT 
The Crittenden County 

Grand Jury last week 
handed down felony in-
dictments against five in-
dividuals. 

A grand jury does not 
determine guilt or inno-
cense. It merely deter-
mines whether enough 
evidence exists to initiate 
prosecution of a felony 
case in circuit court. 

Following are details of 
the cases where indict-
ments were issued: 

•Jeremy Duvall, 52, of 
Marion was indicted for a 
Class C felony offense of 
knowingly exploiting an 
adult at points between 
Nov. 28, 2022 and Jan. 
23, 2023. 

According to court 
records, Duvall is alleged 
to have conducted 46 au-
tomatic teller with-
drawals from Farmers 
Bank in the cumulative 
amount of $9,243.50 on 
an account that did not 
belong to him. The al-
leged victim, court 
records say, is a 77-year-
old senior citizen that 
due to physical dysfunc-
tion is unable to manage 
daily affairs or carry out 
active living without as-
sistance from others.  

•Christine Duvall, no 
age given in court 
records, of Marion was 
indicted for a Class D 
felony offense of wan-
tonly/recklessly exploit-
ing an adult at points 
between Nov. 28, 2022 
and Jan. 23, 2023. Ac-
cording to court records, 
Duvall is alleged to have 
known that her husband, 
Jeremy Duvall (indicted 
above), was making 
and/or conducting 46 
automatic teller with-
drawals from Farmers 
Bank in the cumulative 
amount of $9,243.50 on 
the account of a 77-year-
old senior citizen. The al-
leged victim, court 
records say, is a senior 
citizen that due to physi-
cal dysfunction is unable 
to manage daily affairs or 
carry out active living 
without assistance from 
others. Court records al-
lege that Christine Duvall 
was responsible for the 
care of the believed vic-
tim, and had possession 
of the victim’s debit card. 

•Dalton Pryor, 25, of 
Marion was indicted on a 
felony charge of theft by 
failure to make required 
disposition of property. 

Court records allege 
that a believed victim 
wire transferred 
$5,740.20 to Pryor’s fa-
ther to pay for a replace-
ment engine. The elder 
Pryor had been hired to 
replace an engine in the 
victim’s vehicle in Sep-
tember of last year. The 

indictment says the de-
fendant received the 
money in his bank ac-
count, but neither turned 
it over to his father, the 
mechanic, nor returned it 
to the victim.  

In a separate case, 
Pryor was indicted on 
four counts of a Class C 
felony charge of posses-
sion of a forged instru-
ment. He is alleged to 
have passed forged $100 
bills in November at Five 
Star Food Mart and Dol-
lar General Store in ex-
change for retail items 
and receiving back 
change, and to a local in-
dividual in exchange for 
four-wheeler parts.  

•David Reed Hackney, 
62, of Marion was in-
dicted on two Class C 
felony charges of being a 
convicted felon in posses-
sion of a handgun and 
first-degree possession of 
a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine), en-
hanced due to the alleged 
presence of a weapon. 
Hackney also is charged 
with misdemeanor pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia.  

A sheriff’s department 
citation says that on Oct. 
31 deputies went to 
Hackney’s home on Zion 
Cemetery Road to serve 
an arrest warrant. When 
the suspect was located 
in the back yard, he is al-
leged to have had a 
loaded .25-caliber semi-
automatic handgun in 
his back pocket and two 
small plastic baggies in 
the front. The report says 
one had a small amount 
of meth in it and the 
other contained residue.  

In a separate case, 
Hackney is charged with 
a second count of being a 
convicted felon in posses-
sion of a handgun. This 
charge stems from a 
deputy visiting Hackney’s 
house a few days before 
he was arrested on the 
above charge. On Oct. 
14, deputies had gone to 
Hackney’s home looking 
for another man for 
whom they had a war-
rant. There, a 9mm 
handgun was seen on a 
chair next to the kitchen 
table. The deputy’s com-
plaint in the court 
records alleges that 
Hackney admitted owner-
ship of the weapon. 

•William R. Frazer, 77, 
of Marion was indicted on 
a Class C felony charge of 
first-degree sexual abuse 
of a victim under the age 
of 12. No other informa-
tion was in the court file. 
A special prosecutor has 
been assigned to the 
case. It is Muhlenberg 
County’s Commonwealth 
Attorney Clayton Adams. 

 

∂
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n Wet! That’s the best description for the first month of 2023. 
And thank God, because Marion needs adequate rainfall to 
keep its raw water supply in good shape. With 7.2 inches of 
precipitation during January, it marked the wettest first month 
of the year in at least seven years. January was also warmer 
than most. The average temp was higher than any since prior 
to 2016 and the 68 degree day on Jan. 2 was the most balmy 
January day in 10 years. FYI, the mercury reached 70 on 
Jan. 29 back in 2013. 
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Meth dominates local court cases
The red arrow points to a disclaimer on these counter-
feit $100 bills that are held as evidence in a case heard 
last week by a grand jury against 25-year-old Dalton 
Pryor of Marion. Investigators allege that Pryor used 
these bills clearly marked with the phrase “For Motion 
Picture Use Only” in four transactions in Marion during 
the month of November.

Grand jury hands 
down 4 indictments



THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, �ursday, February 16, 2023 11

We asked and boy did our Facebook readers 
deliver – to the tune of 500+ photos! Due to 
overwhelming response to our request for 
pet photos, we were forced to limit publi-
cation to 200 photos. We apologize that for 
space restraints we were not able to publish 
all of them. Please refer to our Facebook 
page to see all of the adorable photos.
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Brantley 

Joyce Faye Brantley, 
89, of Marion, died 
Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2023 
at Rivers Bend Retire-
ment Center. She was 
a member of Rosebud 
Methodist Church. 

Surviving are four 
children, Karl (Joyce) 
Brantley, Terry Brant-
ley and Duane Brant-
ley, all of Marion, and 
Brenda Brantley of 
Lola; a sister, Shelby 
Neal of Calvert City; 
five grandchildren, Ra-
shelle Wydotis, Chris 
Brantley, Shane 
McKendree, Barry 
Brantley and Andrea 
Conkrite; 13 great-
grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchil-
dren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Nathan Brantley, Jr.; a 
daughter, Annette 
Brantley; a grand-
daughter, Erika David-
son; her parents, Fay 
and Mary Wells; three 
brothers and a sister. 

Services were Friday, 
Feb. 10 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial 
in Rosebud Cemetery.   

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
Rosebud Cemetery, 
10468 US 60 East, 
Sturgis, KY 42459. 

Stokes 

Dorothy Katherine 
Duncan Stokes, 69, of 
Marion, died Saturday, 
Feb. 11, 2023 at the 
Ray and Kay Eckstein 
Center in Paducah. 

Surviving are a 
daughter, Katherine 
Stokes of Marion; spe-
cial friend, Debra K. 
Watson of Marion; spe-
cial Godsons, James 
and Justin Watson; 
two aunts, Agnes Dun-
can and Mary Cloyd; 
and several cousins. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
William Richard Stokes 
and parents Charles 
and Agnes Duncan. 

Services will be held 
at a later date. Gilbert 
Funeral Home is han-
dling arrangements. 

Green 

Luther Thomas 
Green Sr., 80, of Mar-
ion, died Friday, Feb. 
10, 2023 at Livingston 
Hospital. He 
enjoyed hunt-
ing and fish-
ing. He was an 
e l e c t r i c i a n , 
and retired 
from IBEW. He 
was also an Army vet-
eran.  

Surviving are a son, 
Tom Green of Marion; 
two daughters, Thom-
asa Green and Crystal 
Parish; five brothers, 
Raymond Green, 
Edwin Green, Carl 
Green, Harold Green, 
Bobby Green, and four 
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Eulos and Hazel (Riley) 
Green; and two sisters, 

Patsy Green and Nancy 
Green. 

Memorial services 
may be held at a later 
date. 

Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and Cremation 
Services is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Paid Obituary 

Enoch  
Jason Charles 

Enoch, 25, of Marion,  
died Friday, Feb. 10, 
2023. He attended 
Freedom General Bap-
tist Church. 

S u r v i v -
ing are 
h i s 
m o t h e r , 
P a m 
Enoch of 
Marion; a 
b r o t h e r , 
Jordan (Corey) Enoch 
of Marion; a niece, 
Ellie Enoch; two 
uncles, Tony (Glenda) 
Clark and Randy (Kim) 
Enoch; an aunt, Faye 
Black; and a cousin, 
Caleb Enoch. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
Charles Enoch, Jr.; 
and grandmother, Nina 
Winn. 

Services were Wed-
nesday, Feb. 15 at Gil-
bert Funeral Home 
with burial in Maple-
view Cemetery.   

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
the American Cancer 
Society. 

Tinsley 

William R. "Dick" 
Tinsley, 82, of Rosi-
clare, Ill., died Wed-
nesday, Feb. 8, 2023 
at his home in Rosi-
clare. He was a veteran 
of the 
U n i t e d 
S t a t e s 
N a v y , 
member of 
the First 
Aposto l ic 
Church in 
Rosic lare 
and the Har-
din County 
American Le-
gion Post 636. 

S u r v i v i n g 
are his wife, 
Gean Tinsley of Rosi-
clare; a daughter, 
Alene (Todd) Carr of 
Elizabethtown, Ill.; 
three grandchildren, 
Rachel (Tanner) Dut-
ton, Allison Carr and 
Leah Carr; and a sister 
Debra LaPradd of Tolu. 

He was preceded in 
death by a daughter, 
Gina Renee Tinsley; 
his parents, Richard 
Gordon and Luda Tins-
ley; and two sisters, 
Carmen Ann Hunt and 
Sue Mills. 

Services were Sun-
day, Feb. 12 at First 
Apostolic Church in 
Rosiclare with burial 
in Fluorine Cemetery.   

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
the Renee Tinsley Me-
morial Scholarship 
Fund, c/o First Apos-
tolic Church, PO Box 
312, Rosiclare, IL 
62982. 

 

Tabor 

Jere Dan Tabor, 51, 
of Salem died Friday, 
Feb. 10, 2023 at Dea-
coness Midtown Hospi-
tal in Evansville. 

Tabor worked for 
Ryder Trucking as a 
fork lift 
o p e r a t o r 
a n d 
loader. He 
liked to 
cook on 
h i s 
s m o k e r 
and loved his wife, kids 
and family. He was a 
member of Princeton 
First Baptist Church. 

Surviving are his 
wife, Mary Bess Tabor 
of Salem; his mother, 
Betty Holt Tabor of 
Princeton; a daughter, 
Megan Tabor of Bucha-
nan, Tenn.; two sons, 
Xander Tabor and Jax 
Tabor of Salem; two 
sisters, Candy (Rod) 
Murphy of Eddyville 
and DeeDee (David) 
Ramage  of Princeton; 
two brothers, Tony 
(Sheila) Tabor of Mar-
ion and Marty Tabor of 
Eddyville; two grand-
children, Bella Lawson 
and Ava Lawson; a 
sister-in-law, Ruth 
Ann Ratley of Morgan-
field; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
Douglas L. Tabor; and 
mother-in-law Rhonda 
Brown. 

Services were Wed-
nesday, Feb. 15 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors.  

Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to 
the Mary Tabor ac-
count at Farmers Bank 
and Trust, 216 West 
Main St. Salem, KY 
42078. 

Paid Obituary 

Williams 

Elizabeth Williams, 
41, of Calvert City, 
died Saturday, Feb. 
11, 2023 at Mercy 
Health Lourdes Hospi-
tal in Paducah. 

W i l -
liams was 
the front 
desk man-
ager at 
B e s t 
W e s t e r n 
in Padu-
cah. She was pursuing 
a degree in nursing. 

Surviving are a 
daughter, Makayla 
Kirks; her father, Rob-
ert Williams; an aunt, 
Tammy Brannam; an 
uncle, Billy Marshall; 
and several cousins. 

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, 
Sharon (Marshall) Wil-
liams. 

Services are 3 p.m., 
Friday, Feb. 17 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Crema-
tion Services. 

Johnson 

Leslie B. Johnson 
76, of Slaughters, died  
Monday, Feb. 13, 2023 
at his home. He at-
tended Onton United 

Methodist Church in 
Onton. He was a 
United States Marine 
veteran, serving in the 
3rd Battalion, 3rd Di-
vision 3rd Marines. He 
was a decorated Ma-
rine Corporal Rifle-
m a n , 
h a v i n g 
b e e n 
a w a r d e d 
the Na-
tional De-
f e n s e 
S e r v i c e 
M e d a l , 
V i e t n a m e s e 
S e r v i c e 
Medal, Purple 
Heart, Bronze 
Star Medal 
and Republic 
Vietnam Campaign 
Medal.  

He was the son of the 
late Andrew Jackson 
Johnson Jr. and Annis 
Johnson Walker.  

Surviving are his 
wife, Saundra Brown 
Johnson of Louisville; 
three daughters, Mi-
chele (David) Madden 
of Lawrenceburg,  
Sandy (Shane) Nance 
of Slaughters and Kim 
(George) Turner of Eli-
zabethtown; a son, Bo 
(Sandy) Johnson of 
Louisville; three sisters 
Faye Williams of Clay, 
Tommie Jean Warren 
of Bowling Green and 
Sandy McLemore of 
Prattville, Ala.; two 
brothers, Lynn Walker 
of Madisonville and 
Bennie Johnson of 
Marion; seven grand-
children, Alexandra 
Hall, Cody Johnson, 
Katilyn Garrett, Eliza-
beth Madden, Ryan 
Madden, Nathan 
Johnson and Jacob 
Johnson; and several 
nieces and nephews 

He was preceded in 
death by a sister, 
Nancy Leggit; three 
brothers, Jimmie, 
Charles “Buddy” and 
Jack Johnson III.  

Funeral services will 
be held at 1 p.m., Sat-
urday, Feb. 18 at 
Townsend Funeral 
Home in Dixon. Rev. 
Ronnie Highland will 
officiate. Burial and 
graveside services will 
be held at 1 p.m., Sat-
urday, Feb. 25 at 
Onton Cemetery in 
Onton. Visitation is 
from 5-7 p.m., Friday, 
Feb. 17 at the funeral 
home and from 8 a.m., 
until service time on 
Saturday at the fu-
neral home.  

Hopkins County 
Honor Guard will per-
form Military Rites at 
the graveside. 

 

Each year, FFA chap-
ters around the country 
celebrate National FFA 
Week. It’s a time to share 
what FFA is and the im-
pact it has on members 
every day. 

Crittenden County FFA 
members recently at-
tended a meeting of the 
Crittenden County 
Chamber of Commerce 
and offered their assis-
tance in the community.  

The visit came as the 
organization prepares to 
celebrate National FFA 
Week Feb. 18-25. 

Thursday is Give FFA 
Day nationwide, a day 
designed to encourage 
FFA alumni and families 
to contribute to the or-
ganization.  

Each year during Na-
tional FFA Week, FFA 
alumni, parents, corpo-
rate partners and sup-
porters unite for 24 
hours of giving back. 

Contributions support 
the members, teachers 
and programs that em-
body the FFA vision – to 
provide the next genera-
tion of leaders who will 
change the world.  

Larry Duvall is chair-

man of the Crittenden 
County FFA alumni 
chapter. Donations to the 
local organization may be 
mailed to Duvall at 2927 
State Route 70, Marion, 
KY 42064. 
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Crittenden County FFA members pictured with the Crittenden County Chamber of 
Commerce are (from left) Steve Watson, Shelly Davidson, Kelsey Berry, Gracie Orr, 
Gavin Grimes, Kailyn Stokes, Cutter Singleton, and Caden DeBoe, Shanna West, 
Kalya Maxfield and Charlie Day. 

Chapter celebrates FFA Week
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STAFF REPORT 
A convicted felon who 

was court-ordered out of 
Kentucky in 1995 is for 
the second time in the 
last 28 years in trouble in 
Marion. 

John Allan Kinnis, 51, 
was arrested following a 
traffic stop just before 
midnight Sunday in 
downtown Marion. He is 
charged with first-degree 
possession of a controlled 
substance, second of-
fense; possession of mar-
ijuana; failure to have 
vehicle insurance; failure 

to register/transfer vehi-
cle; operating a vehicle on 
a suspended license; pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia and having an 
inadequate muffler on his 
vehicle. 

The police citation lists 
Kinnis’ address as Mutt 
Griffin Lane in Dycus-
burg. 

In 1995, Kinnis was or-
dered to leave Kentucky 
by then Crittenden Cir-
cuit Judge Tommy Chan-
dler, when those types of 
options were available to 
judges. A jury had con-

victed Kinnis in 1995 of 
burglarizing the home of 
an elderly Dycusburg 
woman.  

In December 2019, 
Kinnis was jailed in Crit-
tenden County, charged 
with leading police on a 
high-speed chase, pos-
session of methampheta-
mine and other crimes. In 
2020, he pleaded guilty 
to felony charges of first-
degree fleeing or evading 
police and first-degree 
possession of a controlled 
substance (methamphet-
amine, in addition to 

other misdemeanor 
charges. 

He currently has traffic 
violations pending in 
Lyon County. 

Kinnis was jailed in 
Marion Sunday night and 
released the next day. He 
was scheduled to appear 
in Crittenden District 
Court Wednesday for ar-
raignment on the new 
charges in this county. 

The police citation from 
this week says Kinnis 
was found with five 
grams of methampheta-
mine.
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n Wet! That’s the best description for the first month 
of 2023. And thank God, because Marion needs ad-
equate rainfall to keep its raw water supply in good 
shape. With 7.2 inches of precipitation during Janu-
ary, it marked the wettest first month of the year in at 
least seven years. January was also warmer than 
most. The average temperature was higher than any 
January since prior to 2016. The 68 degree day on 
Jan. 2 was the most balmy January day in 10 years. 
For those keeping score, the mercury reached 70 on 
Jan. 29 back in 2013. So far, February has been a 
pretty wet month, too, and Marion’s raw water 
sources are as full as they could be. 
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0.8 New CASA Volunteer 

Family Court Judge Brandi Rogers re-
cently swore in new Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocate (CASA) volunteer Alicia 
Olsen. CASA trains community volunteers 
to advocate for abused and neglected chil-
dren that come to the court's attention. 
Last year Crittenden County had 50 chil-
dren before the court for abuse or neglect. 
CASA is currently recruiting for an upcom-
ing training. Olsen recently completed the 
required background checks, interviews, 
30 hours of training and court observation 
in preparation for her role as a CASA vol-
unteer. She will soon be appointed to a 
child or sibling group and begin her advo-
cacy work. Visit www.midwestcasa.org for 
more information or to apply to be a CASA 
volunteer.

Crittenden County High School held its annual basketball homecoming on Friday. Pictured are the queen, king and their court. They are 
freshmen Bryson Walker and Anna Boone; juniors Travis Champion and Payton Manus; seniors Preston Morgeson and Addie Hatfield; 
King Seth Guess and Queen Kady Parrish; seniors Case Gobin and Natalie Boone; sophomores Jonah Reddick and Rachel Mundy; 
2022 Queen Grace Driskill and King Tanner Beverly; (front) ring bearer Kolson Tinsley and flower girl Anna Beth Blackburn. 

Blue & White 
Royalty

Governor 
Candidate 

Republican candidate 
for governor Alan Keck 
made a campaign stop 
in Marion last week. He 
met with local individu-
als at La Delicia restau-
rant. Keck is currently 
mayor of Somerset. 
While in Marion he 
spoke with local individ-
uals, answered ques-
tions and shared his 
campaign platform. 

WATER 
Continued from page 1 

summer, even though 
the levee continues to 
leak a bit around the 
pipe that originally 
caused alarm last year. It 
was that leaking pipe 
that  prompted action to 
save the levee. 

At its current level, 
Thomas said state in-
spectors do not believe it 
poses a threat to prop-
erty downstream even if 
the dam failed.  

To date there are no 
plans to repair the dam 
above the breech point; 
therefore its level will rise 
no higher. A preliminary 
design to repair the pipe 
has been submitted to 
the state. Now, the city is 
seeking approval from 
the state for its plan to 
hire an engineering firm 
to develop a final design 
plan. It appears that 

funding to repair the 
leaking pipe that runs 
through the levee will be 
paid for with emergency 
funds from the state.  

Marion is contracted to 
buy water from Critten-
den-Livingston Water 
District to supplement 
what it can make at its 
own plant. Right now, 
while raw water is abun-
dant, Marion is not buy-
ing as much drinking 
water from the county 
district. It is typically 
meeting demand with its 
own production.  

Plans are also coming 
together with Crittenden-
Livingston Water District 
to develop a strategy for 
making sure it has 
enough water to supple-
ment Marion through the 
coming summer. 

A firm hired to help lo-
cate any new leaks in 
Marion’s distribution 
system has been in town 

this week. Thomas said 
there is new hope that 
leaks are under control. 
A spike demand during 
December had raised 
some concern that leaks 
were once again mount-
ing. However, that now 
appears to have been an 
anomaly attributed to 
burst pipes during the 
hard freeze before Christ-
mas, flushing of lines 
and there were three fires 
during December that re-
quired a great deal of city 
water.  

Replacing old water 
lines remains a priority, 
Thomas said, and he’s 
been developing a plan 
along with Eclipse Engi-
neering to establish a 
multi-year blueprint for 
updating the town’s dis-
tribution system. He said 
funds for the first phase 
can be included in the 
2023-24 city budget. 

Clean the Creek project 
being developed by city
STAFF REPORT 

Marion Mayor D’Anna 
Browning announced 
early this week prelimi-
nary details for a plan to 
clean out ditches, creeks 
and waterways in town, 
which should help allevi-
ate some flash flooding. 

Browning said she and 
others are forming what 
will be called the Clean 
the Creek campaign.  

The project will be di-
vided into a number of 
phases with the first 
work to be done along  
Rush Creek that runs 
underneath Second 
Street behind the PACS 

Community Center and 
flows behind Curve Inn 
before going north and 
crossing under US 60 at 
the Marion sewer plant. 
That particular creek has 
been a cause of concern 
for several years.  

Property owners will be 
notified about the plan 
and if they approve, the 
creek will be cleared of 
debris, trash and per-
haps vegetation that 
could impede proper 
drainage. 

Hopes are to use in-
mate labor for much of 
the work. 

Kinnis arrested again in Marion



Carter retiring 
at McCracken 
 

McCracken County 
School Superintendent 
Steve Carter has an-
nounced that he will re-
tire at the end of June. 

Carter is a former 
Crittenden County prin-
cipal, teacher and 
coach. He also was an 
administrator and head 
football coach at Union 
County before going to 
McCracken as superin-
tendent in May of 2019.  

 

Council makes 
appointments 
to local boards 

 
Marion City Council 

on Monday approved 
mayoral appointments 
to three local boards or 
commissions. 

Marla Manning was 
pegged to serve on the 
Marion Tourism and 
Recreation Commission. 

Larry Hurst was ap-
pointed to the City of 
Marion Code Enforce-
ment Board. 

Casey Winstead was 
selected to serve on the 
City of Marion Planning 
and Zoning Board. 

 

County cleans 
up voting rolls 

 
There were 259 inac-

tive voters purged from 
Crittenden County's 
voter roll recently, low-
ering the number of 
registered voters to 
about 6,410 from 
around 6,650. The 
purge was part of 
statewide action to 
clean up voter rolls in 
the state, removing 
127,000 ineligible reg-
istrations. 

Federal and state 
laws require the purge, 
which was conducted 
by the State Board of 
Elections in Frankfort. 
Under the National 
Voter Registration Act 
of 1993, states are re-
quired to "conduct a 
general program that 
makes a reasonable ef-
fort to remove the 
names of ineligible vot-
ers from the official list 
of eligible voters." The 
Commonwealth's voter 
rolls have not been 
purged since 2015. 

No registration is re-
moved under this ini-
tiative solely for a 
person's failure to vote. 
There is a well-defined 
process to remove inel-
igible voters. For a reg-
istration to be purged, 
a voter must be proven 
to have been inactive 
over the course of at 
least two federal elec-
tions. 

The process is initi-
ated when the State 
Board of Elections is 
notified by the U.S. 
Postal Service or a 
county clerk's office 
that a voter has moved 
to a new address not 
shown on their regis-
tration. The voter is 
then given a chance to 
keep their name on a 
voter roll. 

The Board sends an 
identified voter a re-
turnable, forwardable, 
correctable, postage-
paid card so they may 
update their registra-
tion or simply vote in 
the next election in 
order to be considered 
active. If the voter does 
not cast a ballot in the 
two federal election cy-
cles after the postcards 
were mailed, their reg-
istration is removed. 

Since 2011, the State 
Board of Elections has 
properly removed 
nearly a half-million 
voters. That also in-
cludes routine and reg-
ular maintenance of the 
rolls that includes re-
moving deceased voters 
or voters who have re-
quested their registra-
tion be removed. 

To check your voter 
registration or update 
it, visit GoVote.ky.gov. 
You can still register to 
vote for the first time or 
update your registration 
by April 18 and cast a 
ballot in the May pri-
mary. 

 

Farm Machinery 
Show kicks off 

 
The National Farm 

Machinery Show kicks 
off this week at the 
Kentucky Exposition 

Center in Louisville. The 
show opened Wednes-
day and runs through 
Saturday. 

The show is billed as 
the agricultural indus-
try’s most comprehen-
sive display of 
equipment, services 
and technology. Each 
year more than 250,000 
attend the largest in-
door farm show in the 
country to learn about 
equipment updates, ex-
plore new technology 
and prepare for a suc-
cessful year. 

Each year, attendees 
at the National Farm 
Machinery Show have a 
chance to see the 
newest selection of cut-
ting-edge agricultural 
products, equipment, 
and services. This year, 
they also have the 
chance to get the latest 
advancements for their 
physical and mental 
health. 

 

Vicious dog bill 
proposed by 
Kentucky House 

 
 Hoping to reduce 

the number of vicious-
dog attacks in Ken-
tucky, state Rep. Chad
Aull filed legislation this 
week that would keep 
pet owners from having 
any dog for five years if 
their current or previ-
ous animal is involved 
in more than two dog-
biting incidents. 

Rep. Aull, who serves 
the 79th House District 
in Fayette County, 
worked on his House 
Bill 212 with a con-
stituent, Sarah Bo-
gusewski, who was 
bitten by two dogs last 
March.  The dogs’ 
owner had animals in-
volved in other attacks 
as well. 

“What happened to 
Sarah was horrible, and 
what made it worse was 
the fact that there was 
nothing in state law to 
stop this owner from 
repeatedly obtaining 
other animals that were 
also a threat to people,” 
Rep. Aull said. “I want 
to thank Sarah for her 
advocacy on this issue 
and for helping to make 
it less likely that what 
happened to her will 
happen to others.” 

“Representative 

Aull’s bill is a common-
sense measure that will 
give our legal system 
the additional tool it 
needs to stop these re-
peat offenders,” Ms. 
Bogusewski said. “I am 
ready to do whatever I 
can to keep these own-
ers from having animals 
that terrorize others.  
People should be able 
to enjoy their neighbor-
hoods without worrying 
whether they’re going 
to be hurt.” 

 Under Rep. Aull’s 
bill, if an owner’s dog 
or dogs attack someone 
on more than two dif-
ferent occasions, the 
owner would be pro-
hibited from possessing 
any dog for the next 
five years. The fine 
would be elevated as 
well from the current 
$10 to $100 penalty to 
$250 per dog involved. 

The bill also ensures 
the five-year ban ap-
plies to those found in-
competent by a judge 
to stand trial in dog-
biting cases.   

In addition, the bill 
would require animal-
control officers and any 
other law enforcement 
agency responsible for 
impounding or killing a 
vicious dog to keep a 
record of the incident 
for at least five years. 

House Bill 212 will be 
considered by the Gen-
eral Assembly during 
this year’s legislative 
session, which resumed 
last week and con-
cludes at the end of 
March. 

 

KY 135 closed 
north of Salem 

 
Due to a bridge 

safety concern, Ken-
tucky Transportation 
Cabinet (KYTC) on 
Monday closed a sec-
tion of KY 135 immedi-
ately north of the 
Hampton community in 
Livingston County. 

The road was shut 
down at Bayou Creek 
Branch Bridge near 
Kenny Hardin Road and 
between KY 838 and 
Maxfield Road. 

During a routine in-
spection of the Bayou 
Creek Branch Bridge, a 
KYTC inspector found a 
void beneath the road-
way at the end of the 
bridge structure. Repair 

crews have begun work 
at the site and the 
highway was supposed 
to reopen by Wednes-
day afternoon. 

  

Tik-Tok on rocks 
 

KY TODAY 
Legislation banning 

the use of the Tik-Tok 
app on all state-owned 
computers, cellphones, 
tablets and other de-
vices that can be con-
nected to the internet 
passed its first legisla-
tive hurdle last week. 

The sponsor of Sen-
ate Bill 20, Sen. Robby 
Mills, R-Henderson, 
presented it before the 
Senate State and Local 
Government Commit-
tee. 

He told the panel 
Tik-Tok is owned by 
the Chinese company 
Byte Dance.  

“Most Chinese com-
panies are connected 
directly, or partially 
owned by the Chinese 
government. It’s been 
reported by multiple 
news sources that Tik-
Tok mines huge 
amounts of private 
data, which the Chinese 
government, a foreign 
adversary of the United 
States, would have ac-
cess to.” 

Mills said the federal 
government backs up 
that claim, pointing out 
that the FBI has said 
Tik-Tok poses a na-
tional security concern.   
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY MARKET  
From last week’s sale at Livingston Co. Livestock Market - 
Ledbetter, Ky. Kentucky Dept of Ag Mrkt News. Head 579: 
Feeder 434. Slaughter 99. Replacement 46. Last reported 
sale the prior week there were 84 head, including Feeder 
Cattle 72, Slaughter Cattle 8, Replacement Cattle 4. This 
time last year there were 122 cattle at the market. Compared 
to last week: No comparison due to last weeks light run. Mod-
erate supply of calves with very good demand. Moderate 
supply of slaughter cattle with very good demand. Supply in-
cluded: 75% Feeder Cattle (21% Steers, 46% Heifers, 33% 
Bulls); 17% Slaughter Cattle (87% Cows, 13% Bulls); 8% Re-
placement Cattle (33% Bred Cows, 67% 
FEEDER CATTLE 
STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
 Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price 
11 308-336 326 212.00-228.00 219.46 
12 403-440 420 210.00-218.00 213.50 
9 465-487 480 196.00-206.00 200.97 
7 500-523 515 180.00-190.00 182.37 
8 561-596 581 181.00-190.00 184.77 
1 635 635 170.00 170.00 
2 665 665 168.00 168.00 
STEERS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
2 415-420 418 185.00-190.00 187.49 
3 476 476 180.00 180.00 
1 530 530 173.00 173.00 
STEERS - Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
1 415 415 190.00 190.00 
2 572 572 178.00 178.00 
25 402-448 422 176.00-186.00 182.02 
18 450-497 479 172.00-183.00 179.00 
9 500-519 512 158.00-172.00 167.31 
6 572-583 578 161.00-165.00 163.02 
7 603-628 617 150.00-160.00 155.64 
11 710-720 715 140.00-146.00 143.27 
8 758-761 759 144.00-145.00 144.38 
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
1 245 245 188.00 188.00 
1 335 335 169.00 169.00 
6 400-440 416 165.00-173.00 169.03 
4 515-523 521 155.00-160.00 158.76 
5 550-585 568 150.00-157.00 152.94 
1 670 670 140.00 140.00 
1 780 780 135.00 135.00 
BULLS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
4 260-295 280 225.00-232.50 229.30 
7 310-345 334 196.00-216.00 209.44 
3 365-395 385 214.00-220.00 218.10 
6 420-430 423 187.00-190.00 188.01 
11 450-495 475 185.00-195.00 188.70 
5 520-540 532 176.00-181.00 178.19 
4 555-565 560 170.00-172.00 171.01 
16 612-646 628 158.00-166.00 162.09 
4 655-660 658 149.00-161.00 154.98 
2 720 720 135.00 135.00 
5 760-765 764 134.00-137.00 136.40 
2 887 887 125.00 125.00 
BULLS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
1 335 335 193.00 193.00 
3 355-390 372 180.00-190.00 183.96 
2 405-430 418 180.00-181.00 180.49 
4 470-495 484 160.00-180.00 168.80 
4 507-547 527 168.00-172.00 169.92 
6 550-590 568 163.00-169.00 166.50 
3 610-647 635 144.00-145.00 144.32 
SLAUGHTER CATTLE 
COWS - Breaker 75-80% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Dressing 
16 1265-1870 1473 78.00-87.00 82.03 Average 
2 1360-1580 1470 90.00-94.00 91.85 High 
5 1295-1540 1393 72.00-77.00 75.13 Low 
COWS - Boner 80-85% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
14 1040-1380 1221 77.00-85.00 81.56 Average 
1 1350 1350 90.00 90.00 High 
12 920-1390 1159 66.00-76.00 72.51 Low 
COWS - Lean 85-90% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
14 865-1355 1091 64.00-70.00 66.46 Average 
2 1005-1155 1080 74.00-77.00 75.40 High 
16 780-1070 925 54.00-62.00 57.80 Low 
BULLS - 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt) 
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Dressing 
6 1555-2120 1787 95.00-106.00 98.98 Average 
1 2080 2080 110.00 110.00 High 
5 1255-2340 1694 80.00-90.00 85.61 Low 
REPLACEMENT CATTLE 
BRED COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Unit / Actual Wt) 
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price 
2-8 T1 1 1270 1270 1020.00 1020.00 
2-8 T2 2 1190-1230 1210 950.00-1000.00 975.41 
2-8 T3 3 1170-1450 1322 1000.00-1125.00 1078.97 
5-8 T2 1 1300 1300 1050.00 1050.00 
BRED COWS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Unit / Actual Wt) 
2-8 T1 1 1120 1120 850.00 850.00 
COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ <150 lbs calf 2-
8 O 5 970-1115 1050 1150.00-1350.00 1244.81 
COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ 150-300 lbs calf 
2-8 O 2 1290 1290 1550.00 1550.00 
>5 O 6 1290 1290 1500.00 1500.00 
>8 O 3 1220 1220 1325.00 1325.00 
 

CATTLE PRICES

10 YEARS AGO 
February 14, 2013 
n Kaitlin Binkley was crowned bas-
ketball homecoming queen while Gus 
Heidrich was the chosen king. Both 
students were seniors at Crittenden 
County High School and were 
crowned by flower boy and girl Halle 
Hackney and Brady Belt.  
n A search for an inmate who walked 
away from a work detail at Crittenden 
County Detention Center ended with-
out incident about nine hours after it 
began. Jason Scott Arkenburg of 
Louisville gave himself up to authori-
ties peacefully after being located at 
the former Turner and Conyer 
sawmill. He was returned to the local 
jail and charged with several crimes 
on top of those for which he was al-
ready serving.  
n Chad Faughn attended a brick 
oven pizza school in Staten Island, 
New York. Faughn planned to use the 
techniques he learned in his restau-
rant, Coppertop Bar-B-Que and Brick 
Oven Pizza, located in Fredonia. The 
restaurant was set to open that win-
ter.  
n Crittenden County Middle School 
teachers chose three students for 
their students of the month. The se-
lected students were Bobby Glenn 
Stephens, Lauryn Faulkner and 
David Maness.  
n The Crittenden Press polled its 
readers by asking, “Will the legaliza-
tion of alcohol sales in the neighbor-
ing counties since the 2000 vote here 
impact its 2013 chances in Crittenden 
County?” The results showed that 

two-thirds of voters believe the suc-
cess of local option elections in 
nearby communities like Lyon County 
and Princeton could affect the out-
come in Crittenden County.  
 

25 YEARS AGO 
February 19, 1998 
n Kentucky State Police increased 
their patrols in Crittenden County. 
Through the Federal Occupant Grant, 
Post 2 in Madisonville received 
money to pay overtime for Crittenden 
and Caldwell County’s troopers. Two 
counties in each Kentucky State Po-
lice Post received the grant, ranging 
from 90 to 130 patrol hours per post.  
n The Kentucky Farm Bureau office 
and its agent, Larry Davidson, moved 
locations. The insurance agency’s 
new office was built on the corner of 
Court and Bellville streets, just a 
stone’s throw from their past location 
behind Farmers Bank on Carlisle 
Street.  
n Fifth grader, Skyeler Robertson 
showcased his project for the annual 
Science and Math Fair at Crittenden 
County Elementary School. His cre-
ation used compressed air, two two-
liter soft drink bottles and drinking 
straws to make a fountain.  
n Crittenden County Lady Rocket 
Ashley Hamilton was awarded a 
$1,000 scholarship from the Ken-
tucky All A Classic Scholarship Pro-
gram. Out of 108 high school seniors 
who applied, Hamilton was one of 37 
rewarded.  
n The Press posted a “Rocket Re-
port” to recognize the statistics of the 

Crittenden Rockets’ basketball team. 
Leading the team in scoring and av-
eraging 18 points on the season was 
Kyle Myers, followed by Justin Hill 
who was averaging 11 and Josh 
Cozart who was averaging 10. As a 
whole, the team was shooting 35% 
from the 3-point line and 62% for free 
throws.  
 

50 YEARS AGO 
February 22, 1973 
n Miss Sandy York, a senior at Crit-
tenden County High School, was 
crowned Valentine Sweetheart at the 
annual Valentine’s dance. Sandy is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
O. York.  
n The halls of Crittenden County 
High School were empty the first two 
days of the week due to a breakdown 
in the school’s heating system. Mon-
day classes from all over the county 
were dismissed at about 10 a.m., and 
Tuesday, the high school students 
answered roll call and were dis-
missed.  
n Miss Kanley Gilland of Marion, a 
student of Danielle Studio of Dance, 
appeared on WPSD-TV in a program 
produced by Murray State University. 
Miss Gilland will appear in Campus 
Close-Ups as a specialty act along 
with the gymnastic team from MSU 
and the physical education classes of 
Reidland High School.   
n Gene’s IGA Foodliner gave away a 
new Opel Station Wagon in a draw-
ing. For a chance to win, all you had 
to do was register each time you vis-
ited the store, with no purchase nec-
essary. The car had a three-speed 
automatic transmission, whitewall 
tires, a luggage rack and a rear win-
dow defroster. 
 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
online Forgotten Passages  

column between issues. 
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Some people will do 
anythinJ for affirmation 
and in so doing bring their 
whole profession down to 
the basest level of their 
consumers. It might be 
shocking clothing, shock-
ing performances or 
shocking speeches. It gets 
air time and the attention 
of those who approve and 
those who do not. The goal 
is not a great performance, 
the goal is to get people 
talking. 

I have never watched an 
award show and probably 
never will, but apparent-
ly yet another mediocre 
song won an award with a 
mediocre act. I did watch 
about 30 seconds of the 
official Yideo �not the one 
from the award show) be-
fore deciding that it was 
shock value not voice or 
lyric quality that delivered 
the winning vote.

Of course, it is not only 
the entertainment indus-
try that does this. It is ap-
parent in the productions 
delivered in the name of 
religion, media, and poli-
tics that the goal is atten-
tion, eyes watching, and 
monetization that take 
precedence over quality, 
accuracy and the common 
good. It is important to re-
member that just because 
something wins an award 
or is in media does not 
mean that it is necessar-
ily representative of most 
people or that it is all that 
important. It might be or 
it might not be. What it 
does represent is the pre-
vailing wind blowing in the 
rooms where those deci-
sions are made. No one 
makes us watch, no one 
is made to attend and no 
one is forced to consume 
the drivel – we make that 
decision ourselves.

Human beings have 
always had a problem 
Zith Jratification oYer 
substance. Our society’s 

current obsession with 
“truth-telling” and “gen-
uineness” has caused us 
to forget those qualities 
that temper 
our desires to 
be seen and 
heard – wisdom 
and gracious-
ness. Without 
the better qual-
ities helping us 
along we can 
fall into an ev-
e r - s p i r a l i n g 
echo-chamber 
which deafens 
us to any other 
voices. 

I am not 
about to sug-
gest that what-
ever happened 
at the Grammys 
is evidence that 
the world is worse off than 
ever. Paying attention to 
childish people dressing 
up like a cartoon devil and 
acting out sexual miscon-
duct �can Ze call it that 
anymore) is the equivalent 
of a sheep dog chasing a 
squirrel while the wolves 
devour the sheep. The 
award shows may give us 
common cultural mark-
ers, but they do not matter 
that much – and certainly 
not as much as they �or 
we?) think they do.

Imagine the laughter in 
hell when we get twisted 
up about that while we vil-
ify desperate people at our 
southern border. Imagine 
the concern in heaven as 
Ze look Zith enYy on fiYe 
fiJure dresses and suits on 
the red carpet while chil-
dren are concerned where 
the next meal is coming 
from. It is quite easy to 
point to the most ridicu-
lous happening of the day 
and shake our heads at 
how stupid people are, for-
getting that we are doing 
the same thing. 

We choose what we take 
in and to what we pay at-

tention. We choose the 
food we eat. We choose the 
well from which we drink. 
It may be that I should 

spend less time 
being offended 
and more time 
focusing on tak-
ing in what is 
healthy for me – 
all of me – body 
and soul.

We live in a 
time of access 
to a deep and 
rich treasure 
of faithful and 
good people 
who have gone 
before us and 
left us with their 
thoughts. Much 
of this is avail-
able to us free 
or nearly free. 

The well is deep. The water 
is fresh, cool and life-giv-
ing. It is necessary for us 
to be selective with our 
emotional, spiritual, and 
social diets.

There is wisdom found 
in the Psalms, Proverbs, 
and Ecclesiastes. There is 
hope found in the proph-
ets, who did not shy away 
from the challenges of 
their day but engaged 
them with wisdom. There 
is promise found in the 
Gospels and instruction 
for how to get along with 
other believers in the let-
ters of the new Testament. 

Jesus said to a Samari-
tan woman at a well, “Ev-
eryone who drinks of this 
water will thirst again, 
but whoever drinks of the 
water that I shall give him 
will never thirst; the water 
that I shall give him will 
become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal 
life.” Choose to drink the 
good water.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Choose to drink the good water
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

God willingly accepts back 
those unfaithful to Him

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

n Salem Baptist Celebrate 
Recovery meet Monday 
Nights 5:30 meal/ 6 meet-
ing at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building 
from the Thrift Store.

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! 
Email dbrantpc@tds.net 
and request a video link that 
hopefully will change your 
mind.

n Do you or your group 
have something planned? 
Let us know. We post notes 
here at no charge. Email the-
press@the-press.com or call 
(270) 965-3191. 

Community 
Events & News

Question: As a child I 
loved God, but in my teen 
years I learned to cheat my 
way through school and to 
lie to those who loved me. 
Is there any possibility of my 
coming back to God when 
,’ve turned my back on +im 
for so long?

Answer: Yes, there clear-
ly is. The Old Testament 
book of Hosea tells of the 
unfaithful bride of the proph-
et Hosea. His marriage to 
Gomer is a living parable 
oI *od’s IaithIulness and 
love to those who rebelled 
against Him.

Hosea married Gomer, a 
prostitute. Apparently, she 
left him after the birth of their 
third child to go after one of 
her lovers. Things went bad 
for her and she sold herself 
into slavery. The Lord spoke 
to Hosea, telling him to trav-
el to the slave market and 
purchase her back (Hosea 
3:2).

+osea’s restoration oI 
*omer demonstrated *od’s 
relationship to the unfaithful 
Israelites who had begun 
worshipping Baal. God ex-
tended His grace and love 
to them like Hosea did to 
Gomer. 

Restoration did not begin 
with *omer’s seeking +o-
sea; it began by Hosea re-
deeming his bride from slav-
ery and shame. Restoration 
Ior sinners is first sought by 
God, not sinners. “We love 
because he first loved usµ (� 
Jn. 4:19). Full restoration is 
available to all sinners who 
will return to the One who is 
gracious and loving.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



6 THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, �ursday, February 16, 2023

Mockingbirds sing sweetly near Fords Ferry
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House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
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Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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During a recent Sun-
day afternoon conver-
sation with my son, the 
subject came up about 
how so many trees, old 
honeysuckled, black-
berry and buck bushes 
covering fence rows and 
underbrush have been 
removed and the land 
cleared. I realize it makes 
more space for the large 
farmers to plant crops, 
and for a neater and 
more well-kept looking 
farm and fields, but in a 
sad sense I know it has 
taken away much of the 
local habitat for birds 
and small animals. You 
seldom, or even 
not at all, hear 
the beautiful call 
of the Bobwhite, 
or another of my 
favorites, the 
Whippoorwill. 

For many 
years I listened 
to the Whippoor-
will every sum-
mer when our 
family lived in 
the rural area 
of Crittenden 
County on the 
Aunt Jane Tab-
ernacle Road.  I 
was never able 
to get to see one, 
but it was one 
of the pleasures 
of rural summertime to 
be outside about sunset 
and hear the sweet and 
clear call of the Whip-
poorwill in the fence 
rows below the house. 
It was beautiful to hear.  
My son, who still lives on 
the family farm, told me 
there weren’t any Whip-
poorwills’ songs heard 
last summer on the farm. 

Have they become ex-
tinct or moved on to an-
other location that has 
less people and traffic, 
both which have in-
creased on the old road 
since the 1970s? 

Another vocal bird, 
the Mockingbird, since 
it likes higher perches, 
has been able to survive 
and we can see and hear 
their incredible mocking 
talents regularly.  Think-
ing about the Mocking-
bird made me recall one 
of our beloved legends 
shared by Hollis Frank-
lin many years ago. I’m 
not sure if he passed the 
legend on or if he wrote 
it, but it’s a legend worth 
sharing over and over.

–––
THE LEGEND OF THE 
CALL OF THE MOCK-
ING BIRD OF FORDS 

FERRY, KY.
 All of you who know 

anything much about 
Crittenden County, know 
something about Fords 
Ferry.  Fords Ferry is just 
a place now – no longer a 
town – just a place on the 
Ohio River, immediately 
west of the point where 
Crooked Creek empties 
into the Ohio River. Over 
150 years ago, Fords 
Ferry was a prosperous 
river town.

Fords Ferry was a town 
of distinction – a distinc-
tion which was not a 
very enviable one but a 
distinction nevertheless 

and a distinction all it’s 
own.  Early in the 1800s 
James Ford and his ren-
egades terrorized both 
sides of the river. But 
between raids this man 
had a respectable family 
and a comfortable home.  

Late one evening Ford 
sat on the long wide front 
porch of his Fords Ferry 
home which overlooked 
the Ohio River. (It seems 
over the past few years it 
has become more a mys-
tery to whether James 
Ford was actually behind 
the terrorizing or perhaps 
just the outlaw men who 
worked for him.)

It was an 
ideal Critten-
den County 
early June 
evening. The 
sun had just 
gently slipped 
past the hori-
zon beyond 
H u r r i c a n e 
Island; the 
western sky 
was still blue 
and touched 
with streaks 
of pinkish 
gold from the 
setting sun; 
the bees, as 
they gath-
ered nectar 
for tomor-

row’s needs from the 
honeysuckle vine at the 
end of the Ford porch 
played the overture for 
Mother Nature’s evening 
symphony which only a 
Kentucky June night can 
know.  

As Ford sat on the 
front porch of his home 
that June evening, and 
looked across the wide 
expanse of the beauti-
ful Ohio, which even at 
that time of the day re-
flected and accented the 
blue sky, possibly he 
planned for the robber-
ies which he intended 
for the Harps – and other 
robbers and cut-throats 
in his gang of outlaws 
to commit later in the 
night – but even then he 
was not unmindful of the 
beauty about him.  There 
was something of a poet 
in this pirate.

From the very top of 
a tall cottonwood near 
the mouth of the creek 

on this particular June 
evening, a mockingbird 
sang – sang the mock-
ingbird version of “Love’s 
old sweet song” to a mate 
in a locust thicket a cou-
ple of hundred yards up 
the creek.

For 15 minutes Ford 
listened, and with the 
appreciation with which 
most folks who ever lived 
in that section have for 
those mockingbirds, 
he was enjoying that 
evening serenade, but 
while he listened, his 
well-trained ears caught 
another sound, a sus-
picious sound, and one 
which put him instantly 
on his guard – the rhyth-
mic sound of oars-locked 
in a skiff coming down 
the river. Old Ford’s ears 
were trained too – well 
trained.  

A few seconds later, 
and by this time, Ford 
was on his feet, he was 
watching for the skiff, cu-
rious to know the identi-
ty of the man behind the 

oars. If he was friend, 
Ford wanted to know 
it; if he were enemy, he 
was prepared to take 
care of that situation too. 
Just then the skiff came 
around a bunch of wil-
lows and into plain view, 
but Ford, at first, didn’t 
recognize the boatman.

He called to one of his 
slaves – his favorite, be-
cause he was the most 
capable – a slave who 
could see, and hear even 
better than his mas-
ter.  Ford said to the big 
black man who sudden-
ly appeared at his side, 
“Mingo, who’s the man in 
the boat?”  To which the 
servant replied, “Why, 
Mistah Jim, don’t you 
know who dat is?”  Why 
dats Mestah Bon.  Old 
Ford’s features relaxed, 
he smiled and said, “I 
must not be seeing so 
well these days.  Mingo, 
go help Mr. Audubon 
with his things and bring 
him to the house.  He 
must be very tired.”

And so John James 
Audubon came to spend 
the night and visit with 
his friend. At this time, 
Audubon was operating 
a mill upstream at Hen-
derson. And he enjoyed 
traveling the river in his 
skiff to hear and see the 
sights and sounds along 
the way.

After supper, they talk-
ed far into the night – 
about birds and pictures 
and travels – and as they 
talked they listened to 
the songs of the mock-
ingbirds, mockingbirds 
singing in the cotton 
woods along the river, in 
the high oaks along the 

creek, and in the locust 
thickets along the river 
hills.

Ford turned to his 
friend and said, “Audu-
bon, did you ever hear 
such music as that?” The 
now famous naturalist 
replied, “Only one place 
in the world have I heard 
birds sing more sweetly 
than that – and that is 
in a little valley, where a 
small river empties itself 
into an inlet to the Bay 
of Biscay in the western 
part of France.”

Of John James Audu-
bon, James Ford then 
made his request, “When 
you go back to France, I 
want you to bring me six 
of those singing birds. 
I want to liberate them 
here that they may mate 
with these Kentucky 
birds that in my old 
age I may listen to mu-
sic, such as even musi-
cians only hear in their 
dreams.”

John James Audubon 
promised that he would 
comply with this request.  
(Note: John James Audu-
bon (1785-1851) was one 
of the first to study and 
paint the birds of North 
America.  He was the in-

spiration for the National 
Audubon Society.)

As to whether he was 
able to keep that prom-
ise before Jim Ford was 
shot in cold blood, I do 
not know, but if you have 
the soul of a poet, maybe 
you can hear the clash of 
pirate swords, the rattle 
of musket fire and the 
splashing crash of oars, 
but if you’re very qui-
et you don’t even need 
your imagination to hear 
the call of the mocking-
bird.  Now shrill and dis-
cordant, now sweet and 
feather-soft, now rau-
cous, now low and mel-
ancholy. It was as prom-
ised, music a man hears 
only in his dreams.

Nowhere else do mock-
ing birds sing more 
sweetly, even now, than 
in the cottonwoods and 
in the locusts thickets, 
in the vicinity of Fords 
Ferry, Kentucky.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

The noisy, chatty, mockingbird is still around and loves 
to do some of its mocking calls from high places.

James Ford’s friend, John 
James Audubon, used his 
love of birds as inspiration 
for the National Audubon 
Society.

The elusive whippoorwill, with its mating call from the 
fence rows, isn’t as prevalent now as in years past. 

Students in Nicole Cates’ Media and Communications class at Crittenden County 
Middle School received copies of The Crittenden Press and a lesson in newspaper 
design from Press editor Allison Evans. The students are responsible for gather-
ing content and producing a school newsletter distributed among students and 
staff each week.

Students learn about newspaper design



for sale
1999 Ford F150 super-
cab, 4.6L, 4x4, auto., 
A/C, PS, PB, PW, Cepek 
L265/75R16 tires, 145,000 
miles, (270) 969-8887. 
(1t-07-p)

wanted
Wanted: Someone to put 
signs in yards. Must have 
valid driver’s license and 
vehicle and must be willing 
to travel to multiple coun-
ties. Call Tony Belt (270) 
556-6005. (1t-7-c)

real estate
Open house, 1 p.m.-4 p.m., 
Sunday, Feb. 19 at 610 
East Bellville St., Marion, 
4-5 BR, 2 bth, 3,600 sq. 
ft.; 618 East Bellville St., 
Marion, Ky. 600 sq. ft. tiny 
home. Jodi Hale, Realtor. 
Keller William Experience 
Realty. (270) 978-8410

for rent
For rent in Marion, Ky. 
16x80, 3 BR, 2 bath, 
all electric, ceiling fans 
throughout, window unit air 
conditioning, covered deck 
in back, stove and refriger-
ator furnished, front porch 
in quite neighborhood, vinyl 
floor covering, washer and 
dryer hookup. (618) 499-
7680. (1t-07-c)

employment 
COMPANY PAID BENE-
FITS FOR EMPLOYEES!! 
$16.45 PER HOUR AND A 
$2000 SIGN-ON BONUS 
FOR RESIDENTIAL AD-
VISORS!!  Earle C. Clem-
ents Job Corps is seeking 
residential advisors for 
nights and overnights. This 
entry level position offers 
employee company paid 
health, dental, and vision 
insurance plus sick, vaca-
tion, and 12 paid holidays. 
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings,  
view qualifications, and ap-
ply, please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com. (4t-8-c)
LABORERS NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY! Full-time 
local positions, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions available 
now!  Good starting wage 
$14 or more based on skill 
& experience. Must pass 

background & drug screen.  
Apply at Liberty Tire Recy-
cling, 2071 US 60 West, 
Marion KY or email resume 
to hmaloney@libertytire.
com. Call for more info 270-
965-3613. Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.  (tfc)
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer a 
competitive salary, bene-
fits package and advance-
ment opportunities.  NEW!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS! Now 
offering a $15 minimum 
wage! MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/

Veteran. To view current 
openings and qualifications 
and to apply, please visit 
our website: www.mtcjobs.
com  “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today” (TFC-p)

services
Valley View Windows, cus-
tom built vinyl windows, 
3-week lead time. Free 
estimates. We install for 
new construction and re-
placement. Double-pane 
glass, low E and Argon or 
clear glass. Closed Thurs., 
Sat. and Sun. 294 Mt. Zion 
Church Rd., Marion, Ky. 
42064.(5t-11-p) 

CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean 
ditches. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-12-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auc-
tion etc. in this newspaper 
plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
sified department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

legal notices
Notice is hereby given that 
on February 8, 2023 Ashley 
O. Thomas of 701 Hebron 
Church Rd., Marion, Ky. 
42064 and Scott L. Belt of 
397 Fishtrap Rd., Marion, 
Ky. 42064 were appointed 
co-executors of Geraldine 
H. Beavers, deceased, 
whose address as 3334 
U.S. 60 West, Marion, Ky. 
42064. Rebecca Johnson, 
attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 

hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
Circuit Court Clerk before 
the 8th day of August, 2023 
and all claims not so proven 
and presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-07-c)
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Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one 
week, with a 10-cent charge for each word over 
the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive 
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While Travis Perry was 
pursuing becoming only 
the second Kentucky 
high school boys basket-
ball player to score 4,000 
points in his career, he 
also had to continue to 
take phone calls and vis-
its from major college 
coaches recruiting the 
Lyon County junior. 

Perry joined King Kelly 
Coleman in the 4,000-
point club last Saturday 
when he scored 32 points 
in a win over Bracken 
County.  

He was hearing from 
plenty of college coaches 
before then and that cer-
tainly won’t change the 
next few weeks or once 
AAU play begins. 

One school who has 
made him a recruiting 
priority from the start is 
Western Kentucky.  

“I love their coaches. 
They are in touch all the 
time,” Perry said. “They 

are in all the time to see.
I really like them. I have
a great rela-
t i o n s h i p 
with their 
coaches and 
am continu-
ing to build 
that.” 

He says 
r e c e n t l y 
W e s t e r n , 
Cincinnati 
and Purdue 
have been 
to Lyon 
County re-
cently and he’s also made 
a visit to Vanderbilt. He 
also has been getting a
lot of attention from Mis-
souri and Indiana.  

What about Kentucky,
which extended a schol-
arship offer last sum-
mer? 

“Coach Cal obviously is 
coach Cal. He’s a great 
coach and from when I 
have talked to him, he is 

a great person who cares 
about his players, pro-
gram and all the people
involved in it,” Perry said. 
“We have conversations
where they tell me good
game. They are keeping
in touch. I am growing
that relationship. 

“I am trying to find a 
time to get down there 
and hopefully we make it 
to Rupp (Arena for the
state tournament) and
make a deep run. It’s just 
about growing that rela-
tionship and building it
more with them.” 

—————————— 
John Calipari probably 

reacts more to his heart
than his brain when it 
comes to sophomore for-
ward Daimion Collins.
His father passed away 
unexpectedly before the
season started. He was in
Lexington visiting his son 
at the time. 

“He lost 17 pounds. His 

dad would have been his 
best man in his wedding. 
That’s how close they 
were,” Calipari said. 
“Now he is starting to 
come back but I am not 
throwing him to the 
wolves. Putting him in 
and out. His confidence 
is growing.” 

Calipari said Collins 
told him three different 
times after the recent 
Mississippi game how 
much he appreciated the 
coach. 

“He didn’t need to say 
that,” Calipari said. 

Teammate Oscar 
Tshiebwe lost his father 
at age 12 in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the 
Congo, his home. The 
All-American said he 
hugs Collins every time 
he sees him. 

“I can look at his face, 
and I can see how much 
pain he has, but doesn’t 
show,” Tshiebwe said. 
“Because I went through 
that.” 

Tshiebwe said it im-
pacted him for several 
years after his father’s 
passing. 

“For me to be back to 
normal, it took me so 
many years. For him, I’m 
just praying for him, be-
cause I can see him now 
…  he’s starting to learn 
how to let it go, to let time 
pass,” Tshiebwe said. 
“It’s going to take him a 
little while to heal, but I 
just need people to keep 
praying for him.  

“He will be good. He’s a 
kid who loves basketball. 
He works on it all the 
time. He competes.” 

Guard CJ Fredrick 
says the UK team is a 
“brotherhood” that takes 
care of each other. 

“Just seeing him out 
there, seeing him play-
ing, seeing him smiling, 
having fun … that means
a lot to us. He’s been 
through so much,” 
Fredrick said.  

Freshman Cason Wal-
lace is Collins’ cousin 
and went with Calipari to 
Ben Collins’ funeral in 
Texas. Daimion Collins 
took the flight back to 
Lexington with them. 

“I’m sure he knows 
that I’m here for him. 
And if he ever needs 
something, I got him,” 
Wallace said. 

——————————- 
Senior outfielder Rylea 

Smith made a New Year’s 
resolution to make sure 
she “expressed my power 
as a player” and under-

stood what her role 
needed to be to help 
coach Rachel Lawson’s 
team the most. 

“Am I going to be an 
all-star player of the year, 
person? Probably not,” 
Smith said. “But I do un-
derstand I can protect 
those players like Kayla 
(Kowalik) and Erin (Cof-
fel). I want to make sure 
I understand my role and
can execute to make sure 
my team goes even fur-
ther.” 

Smith admits she is 
not going to be a big 
vocal leader for Kentucky 
softball. That’s not her 
personality.  

“I am more of an uplift-
ing person. I like to make 
sure people understand 
their effort is being seen 
in leadership through my 
actions. I want my team-
mates to see me go 100 
percent all the time and 
then they want to do 
that,” she said. “So for 
me it is more leading by 
example.” 
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Legislature moves on tax break; focusing on DJJ issues

CRITTENDEN COUNTY DUGOUT CLUB REGISTRATION FORM 
2023 Youth Baseball / Softball / Kickball 

Registration form must be received by March 4, 2023 with registration fee and a copy of Birth Certificate for the player. We 
want everyone to play. If you cannot afford the full registration fee, talk to a Dugout Club representative before registration 
deadline about a discount. There is also a discount for multiple players from one family. Total cost for 2 players is $70 and 3 
players or more is $85. Registration after March 4 carries a $25 penalty. The absolute final day to register even by paying 
penaltiy is March 17. Skills assessment is 9:30 a.m., to 11:30 a.m., Saturday, March 4 at the former armory on Rochester 
Street in Marion. All players age 7-up who are new to the league or are moving up to a new age division need to attend skills 
assessment.  

SPECIAL NOTICES: 
1. The cutoff for age grouping for Baseball is a player turning a year older before May 1.  
2. The cutoff for age grouping for Softball is a player turning a year older before January 1. 
3. All Leagues EXCEPT Kickball & Co-ed Rookie will have away games at Eddyville, Princeton, Dawson Springs and Cadiz. 
4. With the exception of Kickball and Co-ed Rookie leagues, boys must play baseball and girls must play softball. 
5. Children at age 5 have an option to play Kickball or Co-ed Rookie Baseball. 

    FEES: Kickball $25              Youth Baseball/Softball $50           Babe Ruth $55    
--- (Check One Below) --- 
Kickball   (ages 4-5 Boys & Girls) must be 4 before May 1 (begins in May) 

Co-ed Rookie   (ages 5-6 Boys & Girls) must be 5 before May 1 

Boys’ Baseball   Rookie (7-8)      Minor (9-10)     Major (11-12)     Babe Ruth (13-15)  
          (Coach Pitch)                     (Live Arm)      (Live Arm) 

Girls’ Softball   Rookie (7-8)      Minor (9-10)       Major (11-12)       
            (Coach Pitch)      (Coach Pitch & Live Arm)        (Live Arm) 
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION: 
 
Player Name: ____________________________________________ Age:_____  DOB:____________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________ Email: ______________________________________ 
 
Last Team to Play for: ______________________________________  Year Played: ______________ 
 
UNIFORM SHIRT SIZE (Players must provide their own pants. A shirt and cap will be provided in most leagues) 
Circle One:   6/8  10/12   14/16    Adult S    Adult M    Adult L    Adult XL    Adult XXL  Other:___________ 
 PARENT/GUARDIAN CONSENT FOR TREATMENT: 
I herby give my consent for any treatment as provided by his/her coach or other adult escort in case of an injury or illness while participat-
ing in any practice, game, or other league activity sanctioned by the Crittenden County Dugout Club.  I understand that this is to prevent 
undue delay in treatment. Furthermore, I agree to allow my child to be taken to a licensed physician and/or their designee in the case of 
an emergency. I will list my allergies and/or pre-existing physical conditions that need to be noted before treatment. (use back if needed) 
Please list any special needs or medical conditions child’s coaches should know about: ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mother’s Name:_______________________________ Father’s Name:_________________________________________ 

Name of Health Insurance:_______________________ Policy #: __________________________________________ 
   

Registrant agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the City of Marion, County of Crittenden and Dugout Club and its officers, directors, agents and employees from and 
against claims, damages, losses and expenses, including but not limited to attorneys' fees, arising out of or resulting from the negligence or misconduct of others. 

 
Signature:_____________________________ Relationship: __________________________Date:____________  

Return to: Dugout Club  P.O. Box 5, Marion, KY 42064 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CRITTENDEN COUNTY DUGOUT CLUB 

Crittenden County 
High School seniors and 
college students pursu-
ing studies in agriculture 
or natural resource fields 
are encouraged to apply 
for one of three $1,000 
scholarships from the 
Kentucky Association of 
Conservation Districts 
(KACD) Auxiliary.   

Current high school 
seniors may apply for the 
George Crafton Memorial 
Scholarship. This schol-
arship is available 
through the high school 
to students who are 
planning to attend col-
lege and to major in the 
field of agriculture or 
conservation of natural 
resources. 

The Conservation of 

Natural Resources 
Scholarship is awarded 
to any student currently 
enrolled in college and 
pursuing an undergrad-
uate degree in agricul-
ture or a related natural 
resources field. 

The third scholarship 
is the Betty 
Barrick/Non-Traditional 
Students Scholarship, 
for a student that is at 
least 25 years old and 
pursuing an undergrad-
uate degree in agricul-
ture or a related natural 
resources field. 

Each application re-
quires two letters of rec-
ommendation, most 
recent transcript, and 
completion of a 200-300 
word comprehensive 

essay. Applications for 
all three scholarships are 
available at the Critten-
den County Conserva-
tion District office 
located at 118 E. Bellville 
St., Marion, or online at 
the Division of Conserva-
tion website, KACD 
Scholarships tab.  

The local application 
deadline is noon, 
Wednesday, March 1. 
Completed forms and in-
formation must be sub-
mitted to the 
conservation district to 
be eligible. Scholarships 
will be presented at the 
annual KACD state con-
vention in July. For more 
information call the Con-
servation District at 270-
965-3921, ext. 3.

LCHS sophomore  
Joiner reaches 1K 
   Livingston Central sopho-
more Victoria Joiner recently 
scored her 1,000th point as a 
high school basketball player. 
She reached the milestone in 
Smithland on Feb. 11 in a 
game against Webster 
County.

Lawmakers returned to 
Frankfort last week to recon-
vene following a constitution-
ally required break in the 2023 
30-day legislative session.  

We immedi-
ately got back to 
work, passing 
House Bill 1, 
which codifies 
the income tax 
reduction from 5 
percent to 4.5 
percent that 
went into effect 
on January 1. 
The bill lowers 
the income tax 
to 4 percent be-
ginning on Jan-
uary 1, 2024. Additional tax 
reform, moving away from tax-
ing production and more em-
phasis on consumption, not 
only keeps more money in 
wage earners' pockets but it 
builds on the record years of 
economic success in the com-
monwealth, primarily because 
of conservative, pro-business 
policies enacted by the Ken-
tucky General Assembly.  

Along with House Bill 1, the 
Senate passed House Bill 2 on 
Wednesday, which provides 
over $16 million to support the 

construction of a new veterans 
center in Bowling Green. The 
center is the fifth in the state 
and will provide services to vet-
erans in the south-central re-
gion. The need for this funding 
support is, unfortunately, 
partly because of high infla-
tion, which has greatly in-
creased the cost of 
construction. 

I understand we all still bear 
the weight of high inflation and 
gas prices, but I am always 
happy to support our veterans 
and the Republican superma-
jority’s commitment is to leave 
more money in your pocket be-
cause you know best how to 
spend your hard-earned in-
come, not the government. 

An issue that dominated the 
media and lawmakers' atten-
tion through the session’s 
break involved the state De-
partment of Juvenile Justice. 
I’m confident you have heard 
about and followed recent dis-
turbing reports from within the 
DJJ system, including the sex-
ual abuse of a 16-year-old girl 
in Adair County and the brutal 
assault of employees in Bowl-
ing Green. Much work is left to 
be done, but I’m happy to say 
some legislative efforts have 

prompted the executive branch 
to take action to better protect 
our detained youth.  

First, in the 2022 interim, 
the Legislative Oversight and 
Investigations Statutory Com-
mittee and the Interim Judici-
ary Committee recommended 
that DJJ separate those inside 
facilities based on the severity 
of the offense and by gender. 
It’s concerning these recom-
mendations were only taken 
following the terrible story of 
Adair County’s incident. 

Nevertheless, the Senate ini-
tiated a DJJ working group 
which met extensively over the 
session’s break. The work-
group communicated its rec-
ommendations to Governor 
Andy Beshear. Recommenda-
tions that have been met as of 
this legislative update include: 

Provide 24/7 Kentucky State 
Police presence at facilities 
housing the most violent of-
fenders. 

Identify specific immediate, 
intermediate, and long-term 
resources needed to address 
the crisis and gaps in the law 
that can aid in the depart-
ment’s efforts. 

Make trauma care available 
to staff and youth victims in 

DJJ facilities. 
Develop and maintain a 

tracking notification system 
concerning the transportation 
and status of youth offenders 
so that parents, legal 
guardians, and law enforce-
ment entities can be aware. 

Still, lawmakers have made 
recommendations to the gover-
nor that remain unmet, some 
of which could be the most 
meaningful. They are: 

•Consider replacing depart-
ment leaders who have failed 
to create a culture within DJJ 
where employees and youth 
can feel safe and begin a na-
tionwide search for qualified 
replacements. The DJJ work-
group has concluded a toxic 
culture exists within the de-
partment that money alone 
could never repair. 

•Provide unfettered access to 
cabinet and department offi-
cials but, most importantly, 
the rank and file employees 
who have indicated fear of re-
taliation from those above 
them. 

•Allow for an independent 
inspection of DJJ facilities to 
determine if health and safety 
measures are up to expecta-
tion and if policies and proce-

dures are being met. 
•Explain failures to imple-

ment past recommendations. 
DJJ workgroup leaders out-

lined met and unmet recom-
mendations during a press 
conference on February 2. 
They also formally requested 
the state auditor of public ac-
counts to contract with an in-
dependent organization for a 
full audit of DJJ. 

In closing, several legislative 
measures were introduced in 
week two, including an educa-
tion-centric bill focused on 
strengthening parent voices in 
the school system, a bill ensur-
ing the communist Chinese 
government cannot access 
state government information, 
and another addressing con-
cerns with the state’s power 
grid. Rest assured, your 
elected officials remain en-
gaged in light of the rolling 
blackouts some Kentuckians 
have experienced this winter. 

  
Sen. Jason Howell, R-Murray can 

be contacted 502-564-8100 or by 
email at jason.howell@lrc.ky.go. 
Sen. Howell represents the 1st Sen-
ate District including Calloway, Crit-
tenden, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, 
Lyon and Trigg counties. 

Jason 
HOWELL
KENTUCKY STATE SENATOR

FROM FRANKFORT

3 scholarships offered by district

POLICE 
Continued from page 1 

line on pay.” 
Although Marion’s po-

lice pay is above the me-
dian for towns under 
3,000 population, it’s 
well below the median for 
those just above 3,000. 
Marion’s population is 
2,679, but it’s competing 
against neighboring 
cities like Princeton, 
Providence and Morgan-
field and county sheriff’s 
departments for certified 
lawmen. While Provi-
dence has a population 
similar to Marion, it’s 
paying much more, 
Browning said. The aver-
age pay for cities slightly 
larger than Marion is 
$65,374 median, accord-
ing to the Kentucky 
League of Cities data. 
That’s about $20,000 an-
nually above Marion’s 
policeman pay. 

Council members 
quickly responded, sup-
porting the idea of im-
proved wages and more 
flexible work schedules 
for its officers.  

Councilman Dwight 

Sherer sponsored a plan 
to increase police pay by 
$4 per hour. Marion cur-
rently has four police-
man, including Chief 
O’Neal. Historically, a 
fully-manned depart-
ment included seven offi-
cers; however, the city 
has not been fully staffed 
in years. It has largely 
operated with a six-man 
police force. 

Despite financial limi-
tations, Browning said 
the pay increase is feasi-
ble because Marion will 
not seek to return to even 
a six-man police depart-
ment. Its current budget 
provides for six positions 
on the force. 

“As far as police cover-
age goes, we’ve been 
doing it for a while with 
five,” she said. “We can 
rotate schedules so it’s 
fair to all involved.” 

Marion had been down 
to five officers for several 
months since Donald 
Crawford left to take a 
job with the Livingston 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Martin is going to 
Providence Police Depart-
ment. 

New Crittenden County 

Sheriff Evan Head is hav-
ing similar problems hir-
ing deputies. Most area 
policing departments 
provide hazardous duty 
pay to officers and 
deputies. Crittenden and 
Marion do not. 

The council has briefly 
discussed the issue of 
hazardous pay in the 
past few months. The 
mayor said this week 
that Marion cannot af-
ford a move like that 
right now. Hazardous 
pay would cost the city 
about $60,000 annually 
in salaries, but a great 
deal in retirement, too. 
Officer retirement would 
nearly double from 26.79 
percent of a policeman’s 
pay to 49.59 percent. 

“I believe a $4 an hour 
raise will help compen-
sate and it is very well 
deserved,” Browning.  

At least half of the city 
council verbally ex-
pressed support for the 
pay raise and others ap-
peared to be on board. 
The council will likely 
meet in special session 
later this month to move 
the plan along.

Perry joins King Kelly as KY’s only 4K points players
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Basketball Games 
THURSDAY 
Rockets at Hopkins Central 
FRIDAY 
Lady Rockets at Hopkinsville 
 
FIFTH DISTRICT TOURNAMENT 

GIRLS 
At Livingston Central 

Monday, Feb. 20 
Crittenden Co. vs Lyon Co., 6pm 
Livingston Cent. vs Trigg Co., 7:30pm 
Thursday, Feb. 23 
Championship, 6pm 
 

BOYS 
At Livingston Central 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 
Lyon County vs Livingston Cent., 6pm 
Crittenden Co. vs Trigg Co., 7:30pm 
Friday, Feb. 24 
Championship, 6pm 
 
Fifth District Standings 
   Here are the Fifth Districts stand-
ings after all league games have been 
played for this season. 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Crittenden County           6-0       21-5 
Livingston Central           2-4      10-16 
Trigg County                    2-4       9-16 
Lyon County                    2-4       9-15 
 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    6-0       23-5 
Crittenden County           4-2      11-17 
Trigg County                    2-4      14-13 
Livingston Central           0-6       5-19 
 
Regional tournaments 
  This year’s girls’ Second Region 
Basketball Tournament will be held be-
ginning Feb. 27 at Union County. The 
boys’ Second Region Tournament will 
begin March 1 at Madisonville. 
 
Region 2 RPI Rankings 
  Following are First Region power 
rankings based on the KHSAA’s RPI 
formula, as of Monday. 

BOYS 
1. Lyon County                          23-5 
2. University Heights                 19-7 
3. Henderson County                18-8 
4. Christian County                  15-11 
5. Webster County                   14-10 
6. Hopkinsville                         11-15 
7. Hopkins Central                   13-14 
8. Trigg County                        14-13 
9. Crittenden County             11-17 
10. Union County                     10-14 
11. Dawson Springs                 10-16 
12. Caldwell County                  5-19 
13. Livingston Central               5-19 
14. Ft. Campbell                       4-17 

 
GIRLS 

1. Henderson County                19-4 
2. Crittenden County              21-5 
3. Hopkins Central                    21-7 
4. Union County                        16-9 
5. Madisonville                          17-9 
6. Christian County                  12-13 
7. Livingston Central                10-16 
8. Lyon County                          9-15 
9. Trigg County                         9-16 
10. Webster County                  7-18 
11. Caldwell County                  8-18 
12. Hopkinsville                        7-12 
13. Dawson Springs                 7-18 
14. University Heights               5-19 
15. Ft. Campbell                       2-16 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 
   Here are some of the key hunting 
opportunities currently in season or 
coming up:  
Racoon Hunting         Oct. 1 - Feb. 28 
Fall Squirrel             Nov. 14 - Feb. 28 
Racoon Trapping     Nov. 14 - Feb. 28 
Bobcat                     Nov. 19 - Feb. 28 
Canada Goose        Nov. 24 - Feb. 15 
Crow                          Jan. 4 - Feb. 28 
Snow Goose         Feb. 16 - March 31 
Youth Turkey                         April 1-2 
Turkey                       April 15 - May 7 
Coyote                             Year Round 
Ground Hog                     Year Round 
 
Coyote contest Feb. 17 
   The annual coyote contest spon-
sored by Hodge’s Sports & Apparel 
and Marion Tourism Commission will 
begin at sundown Friday, Feb. 17 and 
continue through 5 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 18. Register at Hodge’s. 

Lady Rocket freshman guard Chloe 
Hunt gets a ball screen from senior 
Addie Hatfield (3) during a recent 
game.

Three Lady Rocket seniors – Taylor Guess, Natalie Boone and Addie Hatfield converge on 
a ball handler in a recent game and (above right) Boone and Elliot Evans lead the press.

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County watched 

an early lead disappear by 
halftime as Paducah St. Mary 
knocked off the visiting Rock-
ets 68-53 Tuesday. 

It was Crittenden’s sixth 
straight loss as CCHS fell to 
11-17 on the season. 

The Vikings got 16 first-half 
points from sharpshooter 
Luke Simms. St. Mary scored 
17 points at the foul line 
against eight by the Rockets. 

Crittenden was led by jun-
ior Travis Champion, who 
scored 22. He made seven of 
10 foul shots, recording all 
but one of his team’s points 
at the line. Senior center Case 
Gobin had 10 points. 

St. Mary improved to 12-
16. 

Rockets play at Hopkins 
Central Thursday to close out 
the regular season. The dis-
trict tournament opens early 
next week at Livingston. 
Overtime loss to Comets 

Carlisle County scored 
more than a third of its points 
at the foul line as they beat 
Crittenden County 73-65 in 
overtime in the U.S. Bank 
Shootout Saturday afternoon 
in Murray. 

Rocket junior Travis Cham-
pion continued to pile up the 
points, but Crittenden lost its 

fifth straight, its longest los-
ing streak of the season. Prior 
to the skid, CCHS had not 
lost more than three in a row. 

Champion dropped 36 
against the Comets, who im-
proved to 14-12.  

The Rocket guard is averag-
ing 23.3 points a game and 
has scored 35 or more points 
in four of the last six outings. 
CCHS fell to 11-16. 

 
Buzzer trey beats Rockets 

A last-second three-pointer 
by Dawson Springs stopped 
Crittenden County short in a 
homecoming matchup Friday 
at Rocket Arena.  

Crittenden trailed a good 
part of the game, but had the 
lead in the waning minutes 
before CCHS was shocked by 
Rex Blue’s final shot in a 62-
61 loss. 

For the second straight 
game, Crittenden got very lit-
tle offensive production other 
than from junior Travis 
Champion, who dropped 40 
in the loss, and senior Pre-
ston Morgeson, who had 19. 
Senior Seth Guess was the 
only other Rocket to score. He 
had two points. 

The loss to the Panthers 
was just the fourth for CCHS 
in the last 24 games dating 
back to 2010. 

Caldwell upsets Rockets 
Travis Champion scored 34 

and senior Preston Morgeson 
24, but the Rockets couldn’t 
overcome a slow start last 
Thursday against Caldwell 
County and lost 70-63. 

In the early going on Senior 
Night, the Rockets were un-
able to stop 6-foot-4 sopho-
more center JayDarius 
Wilson, who made five buck-
ets in a hurry and helped the 
Tigers to a 12-point lead. 

Crittenden finally solved its 
defense in the pivot and 
slowed Wilson’s production, 
but had trouble getting over 
the hump. Caldwell led the 
entire way, save a two-point 
Rocket advantage on two 
Morgeson foul shots with 
3:20 play. From there, Cald-
well made its foul shots down 
the stretch and Crittenden 
misfired on a couple of long-
range tries in the final 
minute, one that could have 
tied the game. 

Caldwell won for just the 
fifth time in 23 games while 
the Rockets fell to 11-14.  

 
Crittenden County   19    27    41  53 
Paducah St. Mary   14    35    51  68 
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 5, Cham-
pion 22, Belcher 3, Hatfield 3, Keller 4, 
Gobin 10, Guess 6. FG 20. 3-pointers 
5 (Morgeson, Champion, Belcher, Hat-

field, Guess). FT 8-14. 
ST MARY – Simms 25, Mikel 23, 
P.Simms 5, Haas, Willett 4, Quigley 4, 
Hahn 5, Southern 2. FG 21. 3-pointers 
9. FT 17-22. 

 
Crittenden County    9    15  31  56  65 
Carlisle County       13   30  38  56  73 
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 7, Cham-
pion 36, Walker 2, Hatfield 8, Keller, 
Gobin 4, Guess 6, Counts 2. FG 23. 3-
pointers 6 (Champion 3, Morgeson, 
Hatfield 2). FT 13-18.d 
CARLISLE – Williams 12, Bowles 2, 
Burnett 27, Perez 5, Bruer, Arnold 4, 
Grogan 7, King 5, Rickard 11. FG 20. 
3-pointers 6. FT 27-34. 
 
Dawson Springs    16    30    44    62 
Crittenden County   20    39    55  61 
DAWSON – Blue 11, Plunkett 17, 
Johnston 26, Thomas 2, Fain 2, Bul-
lock 2, Dever 2. FG 21. 3-pointers 9 
(Blue 2, Plunkett 5, Johnston 2). FT 9-
13. 
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 19, Cham-
pion 40, Walker, Hatfield, Keller, Gobin, 
Guess 2. FG 23. 3-pointers 8 (Morge-
son 5, Champion 3). FT 7-12. 
 
Caldwell County      16    29    50  70 
Crittenden County    6     27    46  63 
CALDWELL – Bumpus 15, Ca.Whit-
tington 6, Co.Whittington 7, Thompson 
13, Wilson 21, Roach 8. FG 24. 3-
pointers 4 (Thompson 3, Bumpus). FT 
18-26. 
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 24, Cham-
pion 34, Hatfield, Keller 2, Gobin 1, 
Guess 2, Counts. FG 23. 3-pointers 3 
(Morgeson). FT 14-20.

Reg. Season ends Friday 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Second- and third-chance baskets 
played a big role in Hopkins Central’s 
victory over the Lady Rockets Tuesday. 

The hosts scored nine points off three-
pointers and about a dozen in the paint 
to take a 17-point lead in the first period. 
However, Crittenden scraped its way 
back into the game with strong defense 
and heavy scoring by freshmen Anna 
Boone and Elliot Evans in the second pe-
riod.  

Although CCHS was within two points 
twice and one point once in the fourth 
period, it couldn’t get a key stop when 
absolutely necessary and the Lady 
Storm won the highly-watched game be-
tween two of the Second Region’s top 
three teams.  

Anna Boone and senior Taylor Guess 
each finished with 24 for Crittenden and 
Evans had 13. 

Hopkins Central had five girls in dou-
ble figures and improved to 21-7 on the 
season. They came into the contest 
ranked No. 3 in the KHSAA Second Re-
gion power rankings. Neither team had 
lost in the region coming into the 
matchup. 

Crittenden, who was No. 2 in the rank-

ings, fell to 21-5 and will close out its 
regular season Friday at Hopkinsville. 
Girls disptatch Union County 

Despite a rocky road down the home 
stretch, Crittenden County won a big 
matchup at Union County Saturday 
night 60-53. 

It was showdown between teams 
ranked in the top four in the region in 
RPI. Crittenden is No. 2 and Union No. 
4, and they could see one another again 
in the regional tournament later this 
month, which will be at Morganfield. 

The Bravettes scored five of their seven 
three-pointers in the first half and led 
until right before the half when CCHS 
reeled off a 12-0 run to take a one-point 
lead by the break. 

The Lady Rockets came out strong 
early in the second half and built an 11-
point lead, but hit a difficult spot in the 
fourth period that allowed the hosts to 
pull to within one. 

Freshman Anna Boone gave Critten-
den a lift with a couple of late threes to 
seal the deal as CCHS won its 21st game 
against just four losses. Boone finished 
with 15 and senior Taylor Guess led the 
way with 28, most of them coming in the 
first half. 

Union County fell to 16-9. 
Rocket girls rip Dawson Springs 

The girls dashed ahead by more than 

20 in the first period and cruised to a 68-
37 win Friday over Dawson Springs in
the annual homecoming game. 

CCHS was able to play everyone on the
bench and 10 players got in on the scor-
ing. Senior Taylor Guess led the way 
with 13 and Elliot Evans had 11. 

 
Crittenden County     14    34      49      68 
Hopkins Co. Central 27    38      58      76 
CRITTENDEN – Guess 24, N.Boone 3, A.Boone 24, 
Evans 13, Hatfield 3, Federico 2, Hunt. FG 24. 3-
pointers 7 (A.Boone 4, Guess 2, Evans). FT 13-14. 
CENTRAL – Mason 11, White 19, Harrison 4, Clark 
13, Sutton 13, Jones 14, Whitaker-Greer 2. FG 29. 3-
pointers 5 (Mason 2, Sutton 2, Clark. FT 11-23. 

 
Crittenden County     17    31      47      60 
Union County           18     30      36      53 
CRITTENDEN – Guess 28, N.Boone 8, A.Boone 15, 
Evans 7, Hatfield, Federico 2. FG 22. 3-pointers 7 
(Guess 5, A.Boone 2). FT 9-15. 
UNION – Goodloe 8, Morris 25, Steward 2, Hagan 8, 
Hubbs, Curry 10, Gough. FG 20. 3-pointers 7 (Morris 
3, Goodloe 2, Hagan 2). FT 6-10. 
  
Dawson Springs      3       20      23      37 
Crittenden County   26      44      62      68 
DAWSON – McCoy 2, Brennan 5, Harper 8, Ward 19, 
Colson 3. FG 11. 3-pointers 4. FT 11-16. 
CRITTENDEN – Guess 13, N.Boone 5, A.Boone 9, 
Evans 11, Hatfield 4, Federico 2, Hunt 9, Rushing 4, 
Stewart 2, Munday 5, Hodge, McDaniel, Holeman. 
FG 29. 3-pointers 2 (N.Boone, Hunt). FT 8-13. 

There’s not a hotter scorer in the region than Travis Champion. 
He’s putting up huge numbers down the season’s final stretch.

Crittenden County’s Jaxon Hatfield knocks the ball loose from 
the hands of Caldwell County’s Carter Whittington.

Rockets can stop skid at StM

Lady Rockets lose for just 5th time 

CCHS falls to Central in region showdown
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Perry 
Newcom (R) 
107 S. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.5251 (o) 
270.704.0457 (c) 
 

Dave 
Belt (R) 
308 Chandler Farm Rd. 
Sturgis, KY 42459 
270.704.0199 (c) 
 

Matt 
Grimes (R) 
301 State Route 297 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.9832 (c) 
 

Robert 
Kirby (R) 
1698 Chapel Hill Road 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.889.1504 (c) 
 

Chad 
Thomas (D) 
701 Hebron Church Rd. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.9727 (h) 
270.339.4949 (c) 

Travis 
Perryman (R) 
1700 Jackson School Road 
Fredonia KY 42411 
270.969.1168 (c) 
 

Scott 
Belt (R) 
397 Fishtrap Road 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.0366 (c) 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court Fiscal Court meets in regular session at the courthouse at 8:30 a.m., on the third Thursday of each month
Judge-executive District 1 Magistrate District 2 Magistrate District 3 Magistrate District 4 Magistrate District 6 MagistrateDistrict 5 Magistrate

E L E C T E D  C O U N T Y  J U D G E - E X E C U T I V E  |  M A G I S T R A T E S

Perry.newcom@crittendencountyky.org Dave.Belt@crittendencountyky.org matt.grimes@crittendencountyky.org Robert.kirby@crittendencounty.org Chad.Thomas@crittendencountyky.org Travis.perryman@crittendencountyky.org Scott.belt@crittendencountyky.org

In a few years, Crittenden County will have a new judicial center with a more secure courthouse. For now, local 
law enforcement charged with security for circuit court have improvised a bit. A chalk board was positioned last 
week during court between the gallery and defendants who were being held in custody and waiting for their cases 
to be heard by Circuit Judge Daniel Heady. Pictured sitting in the foreground is bailiff Don Herrin. Sheriff Evan 
Head said inmates and guests sitting in the gallery have been witnessed “flagging” or “signing” during court 
proceedings. “They can have full conversations with signs,” the sheriff said. The behavior has created a security 
problem, Head said, so steps were taken to limit it.  

STAFF REPORT 
A pattern of continued 

methamphetamine use 
in the community has led 
to prison sentences for 
four individuals. 

Last week, Circuit 
Judge Daniel Heady or-
dered prison time for 
three Marion men and 
one Eddyville man. The 
common thread in each 
of their cases was use or 
trafficking of drugs. 

Circuit Court convenes 
in Marion the second 
Thursday of each month. 
Here are dispositions of 
last week’s cases: 

•Deanalan Stormoen, 
28, of Marion pleaded 
guilty to felony first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia 
and possession of mari-
juana. He was sentenced 
to a year on the felony 
and 365 days and 45 
days, respectively, to the 
misdemeanor charges. 
The terms will run con-
current, but consecutive 
to jail time he’s already 
serving in Caldwell 
County. 

Stormoen was arrested 
Jan. 13 when police rec-
ognized him riding a 
skateboard down a Mar-
ion street. Knowing there 
were active warrants for 
Stormoen, he was de-
tained. Found in a back-
pack with Stormoen were 
less than a half gram of 
methamphetamine, a 
loaded syringe containing 
20 milliliters of suspected 
methamphetamine mixed 
with Kool-Aid, several 
items of drug parapher-
nalia, including scales, 
baggies, new syringes, 
glass pipes and a grinder 
containing marijuana 
residue. 

•Christopher Wayne 
McKinley, 37, of Marion 
pleaded guilty to felony 
first-degree possession of 
a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) and 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia 
and possession of mari-
juana. He was sentenced 
to a year on the felony 
and 365 days and 45 
days, respectively, to the 
misdemeanor charges. 
The time will run concur-
rent.  

McKinley was charged 
Dec. 29 when authorities 
had gone to a home on 
Kevil Street looking to 
serve active warrants 
against him. While there, 
officers found meth and 
other drugs or drug-re-
lated items.  

•Timothy S. Sheffer, 
55, of Eddyville, was for-
mally sentenced on a 
charge of felony first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance 
(methamphetamine) , 
third offense; misde-
meanor charges of pos-
session of drug 
paraphernalia and oper-
ating on a suspended or 
revoked driver’s license; 
and a speeding violation. 

Sheffer was pulled over 
by Marion Patrolman 
James Duncan after 9 
p.m., on Sept. 23 when 
the policemen, running a 
traffic radar, observed 
the vehicle Sheffer was 
driving to be going 55 
mph in a 35 mph zone on 
Sturgis Road. Sheffer 
was also wanted on a 
warrant from Lyon 
County. A subsequent 
search of his person 
found a pipe with meth 
residue. 

Sheffer had pleaded 
guilty last month. He was 
sentenced to three years 
on the felony and shorter 
time on the lesser 
charges with all to run 
concurrently. The com-
monwealth will not op-
pose shock probation 
after Sheffer serves at 
least 30 days of the sen-
tence. 

•Corey Shuecraft, 39, 
of Marion pleaded guilty 
to a felony charge of first-
degree trafficking in a 
controlled substance, 
first offense, greater than 
two grams; and a misde-
meanor charge of posses-
sion of marijuana. He 
was sentenced to five 
years in prison on the 
felony charge and 45 
days on the pot charge.  

Shuecraft was released 
with time served under 
the condition that he en-
roll in a long-term treat-
ment program, have six 
months in an after-care 

program and he will be 
on probation for five 
years. 

He was arrested in De-
cember when local law 
enforcement went to a 
residence on Blackburn 

Lane to serve a warrant. 
When Shuecraft was lo-
cated, police found with 
him a plastic bag con-
taining five grams of 
meth and one-half gram 
of marijuana.

STAFF REPORT 
The Crittenden County 

Grand Jury last week 
handed down felony in-
dictments against five in-
dividuals. 

A grand jury does not 
determine guilt or inno-
cense. It merely deter-
mines whether enough 
evidence exists to initiate 
prosecution of a felony 
case in circuit court. 

Following are details of 
the cases where indict-
ments were issued: 

•Jeremy Duvall, 52, of 
Marion was indicted for a 
Class C felony offense of 
knowingly exploiting an 
adult at points between 
Nov. 28, 2022 and Jan. 
23, 2023. 

According to court 
records, Duvall is alleged 
to have conducted 46 au-
tomatic teller with-
drawals from Farmers 
Bank in the cumulative 
amount of $9,243.50 on 
an account that did not 
belong to him. The al-
leged victim, court 
records say, is a 77-year-
old senior citizen that 
due to physical dysfunc-
tion is unable to manage 
daily affairs or carry out 
active living without as-
sistance from others.  

•Christine Duvall, no 
age given in court 
records, of Marion was 
indicted for a Class D 
felony offense of wan-
tonly/recklessly exploit-
ing an adult at points 
between Nov. 28, 2022 
and Jan. 23, 2023. Ac-
cording to court records, 
Duvall is alleged to have 
known that her husband, 
Jeremy Duvall (indicted 
above), was making 
and/or conducting 46 
automatic teller with-
drawals from Farmers 
Bank in the cumulative 
amount of $9,243.50 on 
the account of a 77-year-
old senior citizen. The al-
leged victim, court 
records say, is a senior 
citizen that due to physi-
cal dysfunction is unable 
to manage daily affairs or 
carry out active living 
without assistance from 
others. Court records al-
lege that Christine Duvall 
was responsible for the 
care of the believed vic-
tim, and had possession 
of the victim’s debit card. 

•Dalton Pryor, 25, of 
Marion was indicted on a 
felony charge of theft by 
failure to make required 
disposition of property. 

Court records allege 
that a believed victim 
wire transferred 
$5,740.20 to Pryor’s fa-
ther to pay for a replace-
ment engine. The elder 
Pryor had been hired to 
replace an engine in the 
victim’s vehicle in Sep-
tember of last year. The 

indictment says the de-
fendant received the 
money in his bank ac-
count, but neither turned 
it over to his father, the 
mechanic, nor returned it 
to the victim.  

In a separate case, 
Pryor was indicted on 
four counts of a Class C 
felony charge of posses-
sion of a forged instru-
ment. He is alleged to 
have passed forged $100 
bills in November at Five 
Star Food Mart and Dol-
lar General Store in ex-
change for retail items 
and receiving back 
change, and to a local in-
dividual in exchange for 
four-wheeler parts.  

•David Reed Hackney, 
62, of Marion was in-
dicted on two Class C 
felony charges of being a 
convicted felon in posses-
sion of a handgun and 
first-degree possession of 
a controlled substance 
(methamphetamine), en-
hanced due to the alleged 
presence of a weapon. 
Hackney also is charged 
with misdemeanor pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia.  

A sheriff’s department 
citation says that on Oct. 
31 deputies went to 
Hackney’s home on Zion 
Cemetery Road to serve 
an arrest warrant. When 
the suspect was located 
in the back yard, he is al-
leged to have had a 
loaded .25-caliber semi-
automatic handgun in 
his back pocket and two 
small plastic baggies in 
the front. The report says 
one had a small amount 
of meth in it and the 
other contained residue.  

In a separate case, 
Hackney is charged with 
a second count of being a 
convicted felon in posses-
sion of a handgun. This 
charge stems from a 
deputy visiting Hackney’s 
house a few days before 
he was arrested on the 
above charge. On Oct. 
14, deputies had gone to 
Hackney’s home looking 
for another man for 
whom they had a war-
rant. There, a 9mm 
handgun was seen on a 
chair next to the kitchen 
table. The deputy’s com-
plaint in the court 
records alleges that 
Hackney admitted owner-
ship of the weapon. 

•William R. Frazer, 77, 
of Marion was indicted on 
a Class C felony charge of 
first-degree sexual abuse 
of a victim under the age 
of 12. No other informa-
tion was in the court file. 
A special prosecutor has 
been assigned to the 
case. It is Muhlenberg 
County’s Commonwealth 
Attorney Clayton Adams. 
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n Wet! That’s the best description for the first month of 2023. 
And thank God, because Marion needs adequate rainfall to 
keep its raw water supply in good shape. With 7.2 inches of 
precipitation during January, it marked the wettest first month 
of the year in at least seven years. January was also warmer 
than most. The average temp was higher than any since prior 
to 2016 and the 68 degree day on Jan. 2 was the most balmy 
January day in 10 years. FYI, the mercury reached 70 on 
Jan. 29 back in 2013. 
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Meth dominates local court cases
The red arrow points to a disclaimer on these counter-
feit $100 bills that are held as evidence in a case heard 
last week by a grand jury against 25-year-old Dalton 
Pryor of Marion. Investigators allege that Pryor used 
these bills clearly marked with the phrase “For Motion 
Picture Use Only” in four transactions in Marion during 
the month of November.

Grand jury hands 
down 4 indictments
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We asked and boy did our Facebook readers 
deliver – to the tune of 500+ photos! Due to 
overwhelming response to our request for 
pet photos, we were forced to limit publi-
cation to 200 photos. We apologize that for 
space restraints we were not able to publish 
all of them. Please refer to our Facebook 
page to see all of the adorable photos.
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